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Env~ronmental Assessment 1 

1 INTRODUCTsON AND OBJECTIVES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

Bath Sprlngs, Spa and Botanical Garden offer an ~mportant 
opportunlty to preserve a portion of Jamaica's cultural and 
blologlcal patrimony, a potentlal opportunity to develop a 
herltage tourism destlnatlon of real distinction and an 
opportunlty to generate other forms of Income for a partrcularly 
impoverished part of the country 

Th~s envlronmental assessment was occasioned by a 
combination of the following 

the concern of the Natural Resources Conservation Authority 
(NRCA) about the environment in the Bath area, 

an effort by the Natlonal Investment Bank of Jamaica (NIB]) 
to divest the Government-owned Bath Founta~n Hotel and 
Spa (FHS), and 

the Interest of the NRCA In using the USAID-funded 
Development of Envlronrnental Management Organizations 
(DEMO) Project to address and Initlate action in small areas 
whose environment and tourism potentlal are lnterllnked and 
need improvement 

The town of Bath 1s located In east-central St Thomas some SIX 

mlles (9 6 km) north of Port Morant on the northern edge of the 
Plantarn Garden River floodplain (Map 1) Bath Sprlngs and the 
Bath Fountaln Hotel and Spa Ile some dlstance north of the 
town, reached by a narrow road along the Sulphur River whrch 
drains the southe-stern slopes ot tne blue Mounta~ns Map 2 
shows the lmmedlate environs of Bath 

Condltrons and opportunltles In and around the town of Bath 
needs !J\. 3dd - JE. 1 \.L *h ln  the context of the surrounding 

env~ronmental and soclal conditions and other exlsting or 
potential polnts of Interest The latter include the Blue and John 
Crow Mounta~ns, the St Thomas Great Morass, beaches, and 
numerous historic s~tes, a number of which were noted In the 
NlBj offering1 Thus in addrt~on to the lntrins~c interest of the 
springs, spa and botanic garden, the town's locat~on IS 

potentially strategic in terms of the development of a network 
of existlng and future attractions In eastern St  Thomas and 
Portland The assessment therefore addresses Central and 
Eastern St  Thomas (The portlon of the 300- square mile parlsh 
that lres to the west of the MorantJNegro R~ver Watershed tends 
to relate more dlrectly wlth the K~ngston regron ) 

This assessment concludes that Bath could become the focal 
point of several types of alternative travel and tourism but that 
achievement of such a vlsion will requlre a slgnlf~cant effort 
Moreover, any revival of Bath, and especially realization of ~ t s  
potentla1 pivotal role, will demand a simultaneous effort to 
revive, restore, and Improve or develop other places of interest 
and to attend to physical and soclai Infrastructure needs 

The environmental assessment examines the issues, constraints 
and optlons associated with reallzlng these opportunities and 
offe~s suggested courses of actlon It complles read11 y ava~ lable 
background lnformatlon and, based on that informat~on, 

' "The Bath Spa lres a short dlstance from a number of places of 
interest Bachelor's Hall Plantatron, Eastern Banana Estates, Prospect 
Beach, Ba~ley's Beach, Duckenfleld Sugar Estate, Old Pera Beach, 
Holland Llqht House, Rocky Po~nt Beach, Amltyvl lle Settlement, 
Reach Falls, walk~ng and r~dlng tialls In the Blue/John Crow 
Mountarns, and others " 
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observation and interviews with a variety of key informants, it 

= provides an understanding of the natural and man-made 
env~ronment of the area, 

= discusses the potential for and value of protected area 
declaration, 
addresses related issues in order to assrst the NRCA, the 
Government of Jamaica and surrounding communities to 
achieve the most beneficial package of environmentally 
sustainable economrc uses of the environment, 

= recommends act~ons, and 
identifies issues that may need further examination in any 
EIA on future development andlor tourism activitiec 

Available information on the environmental condit~ons in the 
entire study area 1s presented in the second chapter, while those 
in the Bath area itself are presented In Chapter 3 Chapter 4 
discusses future options and visions Existing organizatronal 
capac~ty 1s considered rn Chapter 5 and the final chapter 
summarrzes key recommendations 

The objective of the draft document is  to allow all interested 
partres to conslder and come to consensus on an overall strategy 
for environmental protection, improvement and sustainable 
economic development of the resources of the Bath area that 
provides maximum benerit to the Government of Jamaica and 
the residents of St Thomas, one of the natron's poorest parishes 
Through the Strategrc Interventions in the Environment (SITE) 
component, the DEMO Project has assisted the NRCA and local 
NGOs to address environmental management in an integrated 
manner and developed r - ' ' ?f c,lch ~nter  -+ -n Bath 
represents a "mini-SITE ~rea for contrnued intervention by the 
NRCA, the St Thomas Environmental Protection Assoc~ation 
(STEPA) and other local NGOs F~gure 1 Robal P a l m  62th Botan~cal ( arden 
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2 EASTERN ST THOMAS - ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS, ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES 

The Central and Eastern St Thomas extends from the Negro 
River watershed eastwards The Negro Rlver, ~nclud~ng 
Trlnityvllle and Cedar Valley, has h~storlcally been linked more 
closely w ~ t h  Morant Bay and the Plantaln Garden Valley than 
wlth the Yallahs watershed to the west The Yallahs watershed, 
whlch has been the subject of numerous studies and projects, 
and areas further west are considered more properly in the 
context of the K~ngston sphere of Influence 

2 ii Topography 

Map 3 shows that Eastern St Thomas IS dominated by the Blue 
and john Crow Mountains that reach over 6,000 feet, and the 
coastal plalns, ~ncludrng the flat lands of the Plantam Garden 
River plaln and the St, Thomas Great Morass Bath lles at the 
foot of the Blue Mountalns on the edge of the Plantam Rlver 
floodplain It 1s also approximately equrdrstant from the crest of 
the Blue Mountains and the mangrove, swamp and reef fringed 
coast Envlronrnental conditions will therefore address the 
mountains, the footh~ l ls/coastal pla~ns and the coast 

2 3 Geology 

2 3 1 Geolog~callLandscape Provinces Geologically the 
parish is  div~ded Into dlstlnct Northern and Southern parts by the 
East-west Plantain Garden fault The formations (Map 4) 
I ncl ude 

Wh~te L~mestone - strata occur In a wide belt 
(approx~mately 2 mlles w~de) stretching from West to East 
across the parish from Eleven Mtles In the far west to Stokes 
Hall Thls llmestone formatlon IS over 1,000 feet th~ck and 
d~ps seawards w ~ t h  the younger, softer chalky Montpelier 
llmestone North of the Plantaln Garden R~ver, the wh~te 
llmestone forms the John Crow Mountalns block 

Yellow L~mestone - represented In the parish by the Fort 
Hill Beds These are we1 I-bedded, sandy limestones and 
marls and occur tn Western and Central parts of the parish, 
the largest outcrop area bang In locality of Font Hrlt 

Rlchmond Format~on, coverlng a large part of western St 
Thomas between the Morant and Yallahs river Smaller 

Temperatures are moderate, ranglng from a mean maximum of 
88 4 degrees F to a mean mrnrmum of 71 9 degrees F The 
par~sh l~es in the shadow the Blue Mountains and i s  dr~er than ~ t s  I 

neighbor, Portland to the north Average annual ramfall varies 
widely throughout the par~sh In the Blue Mountains, ~t can be as I 

h~gh  2000mm (80 "1 rn the foothills and 5000 mm (2-Q") high 
up Morant Polnt receives between 1250-1 750mm (5G70") 
whrle the west, beyond the study area, is  retatlvely dry with less 
that 1 250mm (50") Heavy ra~nfall In major watersheds, 300- 
500mm(12 ' 7  , In 24 hours, results In frequent floods 

outcrops are found West of the Yallahs rlver 

Wag Water Format~on - found west of the Yallahs rlver 
between Halberstadt and Llandewey Embedded In thls 
formatlon In the Halberstadt area are th~ck beds of gypsum 

New Cattle Porphyry intruded Into the sed~ments of the 
Wagwater formation to the South 

Cretaceous Format~ons - outcrop on the south and south- 
eastern slopes of the Blue Mountain range, to the north of 
Bath, south of the maln Plantam Garden Fault In the valleys 
of Hills and Clarkes Rlvers 
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= Alluv~um The valley flats of the main rivers drarnrng the 
parish, Yallahs, Morant and Plantain Garden, are covered by 
extensrve quaternary and recent alluvral deposrts composed 
of silt, gravel and some clay Other areas rnclude the Great 
Morass, west of Morant Pornt, the terraces north of Port 
Morant, Sunning Hill and the upper reaches of the Plantain 
Garden River 

Coastal Formatron Along the coast at Belvedere Point, from 
Morant Bay to Rocky Pornt, around Morant Point and North 
from Holland Bay around Amity Hall and Booby South Point 
are a serres of conglomerates, coral breccias, marls, sands 
and corallrne limestone classrfied as Tertiary Formation Thrs 
formatron also outcrops inland from the Great Morass around 
Duckenfield and Dalvey In the West there is  a small 
outcrop near Easington Bridge 

2 3 2 Econom~cally Valuable M~neral Resources 

A number of metallic minerals (including nickel chromrum, 
iron, manganese, copper, silver and platinum) occur in the Blue 
and John Crow Mountains Commercral mining is limrted to the 
"Serge Island" type marble deposits found along the south and 
south-western part of the range These marbles are famous for 
their color and banded structure 

Lrmestone, marl, sand and gravel are extensrvely avarlable 
Because of the low level of development, the disfiguring results 
of rllegal or poorly planned quarrying are relatively rare 
However, the illegal minrng of rrver sand IS havrng significant 
Impacts on the rntegrrty of drarnage regimes Illegal mrnrng i s  
also altering the sand balance on some beaches 

brown loams up to 1 0 0 d 3  ft deep They are classified 
according to bedrock and elevation, and may contain clays, 
gravels or stones However, due to rntense exploitation of virgin 
woodlands durrng the last 400 years, the slopes (generally 
steeper than 300) are prone to landslides and excessrve soil 
erosron IS a major problem Hrllsrde erosron IS most common in 
the Blue Mountain range due to the steep slopes and the amount 
of agriculture occurrrng on them, it has been estimated that 
erosron i s  occurrrng at a rate of 40 tons of top soil per year in 
deforested areas Landslides are also relat~vely common in the 
john Crow Mountains 

2 3 4 Places of Geolog~c Interest 

The Bowden Shell Bed This formatton is  exposed in the bank 
on the left of the road to Bowden just before the junction with 
the track to Old Pera This Pliocene horizon is the most famous 
fossrferous depos~t In Jamaica About 600 species of benthrc 
molluscs, including bivalves, gastropods and scaphopods, have 
been identified In the bed, as well as foraminfers, bryozoans, 
calcareous algae, echinords, and corals (Donovan, et al , 1995) 

The Old Pera Beds A simr lar formation can be seen exposed In 
cliffs at Old Pera 

Judgement Clrff Landslide Although outside the area of focus 
of thrs document, this feature at Easrngton on the Yallahs Rrver IS 

the dramatic result of the 1 692 earthquake The event not only 
caused the destructron of Port Royal but the collapse of a 
mountainsrde on a plantatron, burying the inhabitants and 
pushrng the surface one-half mile southwards 

The soils of the parish comprise chiefly sandy loam, black clay, 
clayey and stony foams, and shale stone There IS practically no 
limestone for which the northern section of the ~sland is famous 
The soils in the Blue Mountarns are generally well drarned, wet, 
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2 4 Hydrology 

Western St Thomas i s  dominated by the Yallahs River and its 
delta flood plain Eastern St Thomas is  drained by the Negro 
River, rising near the Blue Mountain Peak and flowing into the 
Morant River west of Morant Bay, and the Plantain Garden 
River, the only major east-flowrng river in Jamarca, which flows 
along the base of the Blue and John Crow Mountain and enters 
the sea at Holland Bay Watershed boundaries are shown on 
Map 1 Rrver valleys are deeply rncised The north and south 
flowing, fast perennial streams that originate along the Grand 
Ridge are a source for urban water supply and are considered to 
have potentlal for small scale hydroelectrrc generatron 

Major types of relief and drainage are 

Steep Mountain and V-Shaped Guflies in the limestone, 
metamorphic and shale mountains Relief and drainage is  
excessive, and erosion hazard is  high 

b~mestone Hilts Located to the north-east and across the 
south of the parish The slopes are not as precipitous and 
run-off is  modified by permeable limestone The sol Is in 
these areas are moderately well to well drained and erosion 
hazard is  moderate 

Alluvial Basins The nearly level to level areas whlch have 
slow run-off but moderate to rapid permeability and internal 
drainage Erosion hazard is  low 

B Dsssected Terraces Occurr~ng mainly along the coast, east 
of Morant River these areas are characterized by flat 
extensive tops and steep sides Erosion hazard is  moderate 
to high 

e Great Morass This i s  the poorly dra~ned area between the 
sea and the 1 =rn (53 ft ) cmtour line in the treme south 
as t  of the pzt lch \I-. _zt lion i s  mainly mar;, 2~~ 

rn Salt Ponds At the edge of the Yallahs delta, these consist of 
two large sal~ne ponds separated from the sea and from each 
other by narrow sand bars 

There are numerous mineral springs, (some as hot as 530C ) 
located along major fault zones that may evtend more than 
20km into the crust These have been used for centuries and 
those feeding the Sulphur River are used at the Bath Spa 

2 5 Ecosystems 

Bath lies in the buffer zone of the Blue and John Crow 
Mountains Nat~onal Park It Ires in the least vis~ted part of the 
Blue Mountains and at the base of the John Crow Mountains 
which have a distinct character It also lies on the edge of the 
coastal pla~n and is  relatively close to the coastal wetlands and 
the St Thomas Great Morass The following sections describe 
the character of the important ecological zones surrounding 
Bath Bath itself is examined further in Sect~on 2 5 7 and 
Chapter 3 

2 5 1 The Blue and John Crown Mounta~ns 

The Blue Mountains/john Crow Mountains National Park 
~ncludes all the area w~thin forest reserves on these two ranges, 
and the northwestern end of the Port Royal Mountains The area 
provides a major source of water supply and provrde protection 
for montane forest ecosystems 

Flora The park is  an important centre of plant endemism The 
Blue Mountains and perimeter contain Jamaica's largest area of 
volcanic soils providing unique habitat for many species and the 
Blue and john Crow Mountains also provide the h~ghest altitude 
habitat in Jamaica (above 1500m) In the John Crow Mountains, 
a combination of the highest rainfall in Jamaica with pockets of 
soil between outcrops of l~mestone supports nearly half of 
Jamaica's c 579 fern species, many of which are restricted to the 
area, and a high propoflion r,f flowering plant species with very 
lim~ted range It i s  e,tlmated that ~ l p  4O0/0 of the flowering plants 
occur nowhere else in the world 

The vegetation of the drier southern slopes of the Blue 
Mountains includes areas where trees are generally denser and 
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of lesser diameter over a farrly dense shrub dominated by 
melastomes and members ot the cottee family rubrccae Some 
trees such as a redwood (Elrgenra harrrsrr) and burn nose 
(Daphnopsrs amerrcans) are apparently restrrcted to the southern 
slopes, whrle others, such as Carrya fadyenrr, are rare on the 
northern slopes The herb layer is  dominated mainly flowering 
plants, such as the orchid Sprranthes specro>a, with scattered 
ferns Lranas are abundant, includrng dense thickets of climbrng 
bamboo The epiphytic flora IS more than on the northern 
slopes Little pristine forest remains on the slopes and many 
specres such as swrtch sorrel (Dodonaea vlscosa) and Bacchat~s 
are tound mostly in disturbed areas 

Fauna The john Crow Mountains torm the major habrtat of 
Jamaican hutia, the large swallowtail butterfly, Paprlro homerus, 
and Black brlled Streamertail, Troch~lus polymus scrtulus, and 
many other endemic specles Frve specres of Eleutherodactylus 
frogs whrch are shared between the Blue Mountarns and John 
Crow Mountains, are endemic o these ranges One species (E 
nubrcola) IS only found at higher parts of Port Royal and Blue 
Mountains and another (E altrcola) is  endemrc to areas above 
1 680m in the Blue Mountar ns E orcutti i s  the only endemic 
aquatrc whistling frog and i s  thought to be very rare Other 
important endemic species rnclude the Jamaican Ye110 v Snake, 
Jamaican blackbird and Rrng Tailed Pigeon 

Important ecosystems Include 

Low to upper montane forest in a contiguous tract on 
limestone in the John Crow Mo~niains and speciallv the unique 
high altrtude elfin forest, on karst limestone on the summit 
plateau 

Continuous tracts of forest on the north slopes ot the Blue 
Mounta~ns from lower montane to upper montane elfrn forest at 
the hrghest altitude sites In Jamaica - Montane rarn forest 1400 m unlque ecosystems with hrgh 
endemism wh~ch ~ncludes unique stunted forest on acid humus on 
a few prominent knolls in the west of the Blue 

Mountarns, unique high altrtude limestone shrubland on karst 
limestone on John Crow Peak (c 170 m) important centre of 
endemic tlora 

Fast flowrng streams In torested catchments 

Issues The edges of John Crow Mountarns and lower reaches of 
northern slopes ot the Blue Mountains have indistinct 
boundaries due to shifting cultivation practiced over centuries at 
their margin5 There are many small communities on the 
periphery of the area which depend on the mountain to various 
degrees The Parks in Perrl' project has rdentified the major 
threats both to the park and the downstream envrronment are 
deforestatron, erosron, siltation, nutrient overload, chemical 
contamination and poorly planned development 

Competrtron for Cultivatron There i s  much competrtron for 
meager resources on southern slopes on steep, fragile acrd, 
easily eroded slopes, such as land use conflicts between coffee, 
small-scale agriculture (thyme, escallion, carrots etc), plantation 
forestry (decl rnrng extent) Competit~on for scarce irrrgation 
water leads to rncreased encroachment on forest tor land 

Deforestatron In some areas of the Blue Mountains at lower 
elevaiinnq natural torest IS being cut and replaced for 
commercial scale trmber and tor large- scale agriculture 
Elsewhere, especrally In buffer zone, small patches of natural 
forest are being burned and cleared for small patches of hillside 
farms or being cut selectively, with removal of species of 
greatest use and value H~storically the southern slopes of the 
Blue Mountains have seen the greatest deforestatron, particularly 
near Cinchona where there has been massrve so11 erosion 

Erosron As noted prevrously, due to the high level of rainfall, 
steep terrain, and lack of vegetatrve buffers along stream edges, 

' The Nature Conservancy and jamarca Conservation and 
Development Trust Blue and John Crow Mountarns National Park 
WorkPlan Januarv 1998 



Env~ronmental Assessment 15 

flooding and erosion become problems in both large and small 
rivers The RIO Grande and Yallahs Rlver have frequent large 
scale floods that erode the~r  banks and farmlands, and are filled 
with sed~ment washing away homes, latr~nes, crops and roads 
Local ~esldents belleve that flooding has become more severe in 
recent years on the Plantain Garden R~ver 

Sand M ~ n ~ n g  Also noted previously, mining sand from rlvers IS 

an Increasing problem as growth cont~nues In the buffer area 
Laws aga~nst it are not be~ng enforced, and construction 
companies are getting a cheap source of sand Sand mrnrng 
accelerates erosion of rlver beds, damages riparian areas, 
dlstu~ bs the natural flood cycle, and can also cause rivers to 
change course 

Chemical Contamrnatron Contamination of water courses from 
agricultural chem~cal runoff 1s another unquantified threat 
Agricultural and garden chemicals (pesticides, fung~cides, 
herbicides, rat polson, etc ) are washed off the land and Into 
streams and dra~nage d~tches Probably the maln cause of such 
contamlnatlon is  the plantations of chem~cal-~ntensive crops 
such as bananas, coffee, and coconut Another potent131 source 
i s  Improper d~sposal of garbage rncludlng items such as old car 
batter~es, plast~cs, pestlclde containers, etc The effects of these 
chemicals are not well-known Rlvers near coffee factor~es In 
the Blue Mountains have become sterlle due to the natural 
tann~ns of the coffee beans Levels and effects of chemlcal 
contaminants in the water are unknown so areas suspected of 
contamination should be tested and monitored to begin to 
unde~stand the sltuatlon 

Poorly Planned Development Too often, natural forests are 
cleared to create space for bu~ldrng, further compounding the 
problems of s~ltat~on and Improper sewage disposal More 
development adds to the overload on a deficient infrastructure, 
creatlng mole sewage, garbage, and chem~cals 

The immediate impacts of thls unplanned development are 
deforestat~on, loss of habltat, and erosion Longer-term Impacts 
result from the number of people these developments attract and 
the cumulative physical impacts of additional vis~to~s, residents 
and infrastructure on the already stressed natural environment 

Huntrng The Blue and John Crow Mountains Natronal Park 
Management Plan (NRCA 1993) reported that while hunt~ng 
pressure has dim~nished in other areas of Jama~ca, "hunting of 
hutias appears to be increasing in the John Crow Mountains " 

2 5 2 Footh~lls and Coastal Pla~ns 

Hav~ng been cultivated for several centuries, the ecology of the 
non-marshy floodplains, the coastal plaln and more accessible 
fringes of the mountains has been almost entirely man-altered 
Exceptions are small areas of prlmary forest that st111 evist In such 
places as Belvedere and Rozelle These areas contrast w ~ t h  the 
scrub that character~zes the non-cult~vated areas of the drier 
western zone The yellow snake and hutia (coney) have been 
found at Belvedere while the blue swallowtail butterfly frequents 
Rozelle, where the Jamalca hatural History Soclety has 
proposed establ ishmert of a tlcle swallowtail reserve Rozelle 
Falls may have some type of protected status Both areas need 
an updated assessment In add~tion, it must be assumed that the 
agricultural areas have some hab~tat value, especially for birds, 
although this has not been assessed 

A significant number of large guango trees (Samanea samans) 
survive on the plalns However, the author has observed 
Instances of the chopping down of healthy trees along cane field 
roads w ~ t h  chaln saws and has been informed that this IS a 
growing trend Thrs needs to be ~nvestigated 
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The focus of this assessment, Bath, Ires on the edge ot the Blue 
and John Crow Mountains National Park and the agricultural 
plains Cultivation has removed much old growth torest In the 
buffer zone on the lower slopes of the park However, the edge 
locatron, the unique character of the John Crow Mountains and 
the presence of the mineral sprlngs and introduced plant species 
descrrbed rn Chapter 3, give rt unique ecological Interest 

The area IS thought to be habltat for the Giant S~vallowtail 
butterfly, Pap1110 homerus, and the Black-br l led Streamertar I, 
Troch~lus polymus scrtulus, as well as an area w ~ t h  great Interest 
to brrdwatchers There is very lrttle written informatron about 
the natural envrronment specrfrc to the Bath area Further 
information and protectron measures are requrred 

2 5 3 South and East Coasts 

The coastal area of Saint Thomas between the Yallah's Rrver and 
Hector's Rrver on the Portland boundary is  both scenrc and 
degraded Much of the coast IS fringed by mangroves and large, 
predominantly mangrove wetland areas, including the St 
Thomas Great Morass, along with sign~frcant areas ot deciduous 
forest Much of the coastline i s  undeveloped and consists of 
long narrow gray, brown and (on the east coast) white sand 
beaches, many of which are used as fishrng beaches Extensive 
seagrass beds and coral reefs are found throughout the coast 
outside the Yallahs and Morant Rrver deltas The reefs form 
submerged atolls relatively close to shore at Lyssons and 
Prospect and become a long stra~ght reef reaching 5 to 5 km 
from shore off Pera and Rocky Point Members of STEPA say 
that the existence of "glistening water" is  "strongly rumored " 

Nerther the oceanography nor the marine communrtres of the 
area have been lnvestlgated The mangroves, seagrass and reefs 
represent a frsh nursery of great Importance and the reefs may be 
ot interest to divers Manatees were occasionally seen along thls 
coast in the early 1980s (Haynes-Sutton, pers obs ) 

Threats Debprte the relatrvely low level of development, the 
coast IS nevertheless subject to a number of common threats In 
most cases the ettects ot these ractors are not as tar advanced as 
in many other parts ot Jamaica However, they need to be dealt 
with rmmediately The mangroves and seagrass beds are under 
stress The condrtion of the evtensrve coral reefs is  not well 
known but from observations, degradatron i s  already evident 

Pollut~on Many of the south coast beaches are polluted Water 
qualrty IS perhaps better than i t  would be if the populatron were 
less sparse However, the effects ot unsewered legal and rilegal 
development along the coast are becomrng evrdent Where 
sewage 'treatment" plants are constructed but allowed to 
malfunctron or even to cease to function, the ecosystems and 
beaches are being rmpacted The pollutron of Prospect Beach 
recerved recent attention In the press However, a resident who 
has monrtored the coral reef from Prospect Beach to Blue Mahoe 
Bay and Duppy Rrver for over bventy years' notes that 

"In the mid 1970s, the reef was in good health and frsh and 
other marine l ~ f e  were plentiful On the opening of the 
sewage plant of the Prospect Housing Scheme, the coral In 
the Prospect Beach area began to deterrorate Two years 
later the coral in the Blue Mahoe Bay area on the open 
seas~de of the rsland started to die The deterloration has 
continued at a steady rate untrl present day when even the 
sheltered bay between has started to be affected The local 
fishermen have made regular reports on its deterroratron 
Severe deterroratron [IS occurr~ngl rn all areas [believed to 
be] In the path that the currents flow from Prospect Beach 
The fish and marine life has declined, the beach area has 
become less sandy in some areas wrth more coral chrps and 
coarser sand " 

Daphne-May Lewis St Thomas Environmental Protect~on Associatron 
communlcatlon w~ th  NRCA 1996 and pers comm 1998 



Garbage accumulates on beaches at an acceleratrng rate, 
transported by currents from a dump and other sources It must 
also be assumed that non-point sewage pollution (desplte the 
small size of the population), has an effect on surface water 
quality from the mountain communities down to the shore llne 
and contaminating ground water Contri buting factors I nclude 
pesticide and fertilrzer use, erosion and sediment transport, 
extensive livestock grazing, the predominance of prt latrines 
even in flood-prone areas with alluvial so~ls and high water 
tables Use of wells for domestic purposes may be leading to 
salt water infiltration but there IS so far no evidence of this 

Sed~mentation (from upland s development) Sed~ment IS 

transported by the Yallahs Rlver, the Negro and Morant Rlvers 
and increasingly by the Plantain Garden River 

Mangrove Destrud~on Mangroves are be1 ng I m pacted by 
cutting for charcoal and fishpots throughout the coastal area, so 
that wave energy is  no longer as effectrvely diss~pated as it once 
was and the coast IS more vulnerable to storm and hurricane 
damage 

Sand M~nrng Illegal sand extraction from beaches and dunes, 
especially at Copacabana in the west, 1s going on unchecked, 
alterlng the sand balance and increasing erosion 

Ooslon The coastline is  generally Impacted by coastal erosion, 
a fact of nature that i s  ignored by developers at their peril A 
small hotel at Bailey's Ep-lch (east of Yallahs) was built when the 
beach was srgnificantly more extensrve it is  now threatened 
with destruction Removal of mangroves, sand mining and 
I nappropriate development, especial ly In the west, have 
accelerated the effects of coastal erosion and placed more 
people and property at risk Beaches such as White Horses are 
not only affected by coastal eioslon but durlng recent severe 
storv~s were also damaged by sediment transoort and landslrdes 
resulting from Imptoper Inland development 

Squatting Mdny beaches, including Wh~te Horses, Poor Man's 
Corner and Rozelle, and stretches of access1 ble shoreline, such 
as the base of Bowden Bay at Port Morant, are increas~ngly the 
site of squdttei shacks and concrete stiuctures This I llegal 
development i s  unsafe, threatened by coastal and land-based 
erosion and storm damage, unsightly and damaging to the 
coastal environment Other beaches are garbage-strewn and 
otherwise Ignored or poorly treated Lyssons IS a notable 
evample (see Table 2) 

Unsustainable Exploitation o f  W~ldlrfe Little is known about 
the extent of impioper practices However, STEPA IS concerned 
about the dynamiting of flsh and crab catchlng wlth bamboo 
bottle torches The latter is  a ttadltional practice in Eastern St 
Thomas but may be causing a reduction In c~ab  population 

2 5 4 The St Thomas Great Morass 
A part of the coast with special interest and lmpottance is  the St 
Thomas Great Morass, the third largest wetland in Jamaica and 
one of the least studied The morass 1s formed rn a low-lying 
basin at the estuary of the Plantain Garden R~ver It abuts 
aliilvial lat~ds on the landward edges and i s  enclosed by low 
sandy dunes to seaward beyond which area extensive seagrass 
beds and coral reefs A spul of hlgher ground, formed by 
Ilmestone, stretches east to the lighthouse It includes large 
mangrove wetlands and Interesting coastal woodlands 

Ecosystems and Hab~tats These inclc~de coral reefs, seagrass 
beds, other benthic communities, sandy and rocky beaches, 
sand dunes with associated coastal woodland, mangrove 
woodland, secondary scrub, salinas, rivers, remnants of swamp 
forest and a fresh water herbaceous swamp 

The morass has received very little study It may have 
hydrological importance, helplng to reduce the impacts of runoff 
on tt c rqhore reefs It also helps to dissipate the effects of trade 
winds and of hurrrcanes which tend to approach from the east 
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no major actlvlt~es are currently planned thrs could change If 
land IS to be acqurred or leased ~t 1s better to secure rt before 
other uses are proposed whrch mlght Increase ~ ts  value 

Natural Drsasters Hurrrcanes tend to arrive In Jamarca from the 
east, and thus the St Thomas Great Morass 1s more frequently 
exposed to the~r effects than any other part of the Jamarcan 
coast1 rne H urrrcane Grl bert's devastatron had particular Impact 
on the larger trees but there has been slgnlf~cant regenerat~on 
The vulnerabrllty of the area to hurrrcanes has ptobably retarded 
the trend towards development of the beaches for housrng or 
resorts The area IS low lylng and vulnerable to wave actron In 
hrgh seas Any rrse In sea level as a result of global warming 
would Increase the extent and frequency of sea water 
penetration Into the wetland 

Explortation As noted above, charcoal burners are very actlve 
rn all the accessrble areas of coastal woodlands and black 
mangroves, especrally near Rocky Pornt Pot strcks are being 
harvested rn large numbers This IS affecting the vrsual qualrty of 
the area and decreasing rts value for wrldl~fe A plan for 
sustainable harvestrng of mangrove and other fast growlng 
woods for charcoal should be an Important element of any plan 
for protection of the area 

Fishermen In the coastal vi llages are reported to use dynamlte 
The extent to whlch they depend on the nearshore frshery IS not 
known Brrd shoot~ng (of columblds and waterfowl) may be a 
problem In some parts There 1s l~tt le evldence of harvesting of 
thatch and skrlls such as basket making are scarce There 1s no 
craft Industry but one could be developed susta~nably w ~ t h  an 
approprrate market and tralnrng lrlsh Moss 1s harvested from 
algal beds near Holland Bay Thls IS another Industry whrch 
could be managed and expanded on a sustainable basrs 
Pwllutron The main source of pollution IS from the Plantain 
Garden Rrver, whlch carrres heavy loads of srlt and probably of 
agricultural chemicals from the banana and cane plantatrons 

2 5 4 Morant Cays 

The Morant Cays conslst of four small l~mestone cays about 60 
km southeast of Morant Point (Middle Cay, South West Cay and 
two small Islands comprlsrng North East Cay The cays are 
separated from the ma~nland and the rest of the cont~nental shelf 
surround~ng Jamalca by deep water The Cays ale surrounded 
by Morant Bank, an area of about 200 sq km wlth a water depth 
of less than 20m, whlch IS a productrve flshlng area 

Fauna and Flora The area has drfferent types of large flsh, 
espec~ally groups l ~ k e  the trlggers and snappers There are 
relat~vely large numbers of sprny lobster and queen conch The 
most important fauna is the nestlng b~rd population, rncludlng 
large number of Brown Noddy (Anous Stolrdus) and Sooty Tern 
(Sterna Fouscata) and small groups of Br~dled Terns (S 
Anaacthus), Royal Terns (S Maxima), Laugh~ng Gulls (Larus 
atrrcrlla), and Frrgatebrrds (Frrgata supp ) Hawksblll and 
Leatherback turtles have been reported to be present 

Sc~entrfrc and Research importance Research has been carried 
out on the nesting of b~rds The area IS not yet evaluated but the 
low level of d~sturbance of marlne l~ fe  suggests that the Morant 
Cays could be an rmportant conservation s~te and a useful 
control to the depleted and overfrshed rnshore reefs 

Soc~o-Economrc Values The Cays prov~de f~shlng and 
temporary resrdence for small numbers of fishermen (up to 1 OO), 
and seasonal egg collectors, both l lcensed and unl ~censed 

Threats There IS mrnlmal underwater dlsturbance, and flshery 
pressure 1s not as h~gh as on the Pedro Banks or the ma~nland 
The exception 1s North East Cay where resldent fishermen are 
based The other cays are unoccupied but are vrs~ted for egg 
gatherrng 
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Legal Protection In theory, the cays are tully protected under 
the Morant and Pedro Cay Law of 1907 (amended 1953) This 
Act prohibits unlicensed trespass, killing or disturbance of birds, 
egg collecting and turtle hunting, or fishing within 4 8 km of the 
Cays Licences are issued for fishrng and egg collectron 

Management The cays come under the aegls of the 
Commissioner of Lands and Fisheries Division The Morant and 
Pedro Cays Law IS in abebance due to the difficulty of pol Icing 
and enforcement The NRCA has maintained a presence on 
Middle Cay or v~sited for one day (1 998) during the nestlng 
season, to prevent egg collection on this Cay, but not on the 
others 

2 6 Hlstory and Cultural Her~tage 

No Xrawak remains have yet been located In the east of 
Jamaica The f~rst evidence of settlement i s  Spanrsh the Morante 
hato was established near Morant Bay and the road to Morant 
Point lighthouse is still locally known as "the old Spanish road" 
The east ot Jamaica was the f~rst to be abandoned by the Spanish 
and the first Brltlsh plantations were establ~shed in the 1650's In 
the Plantain River valley St Thomas, whlch later embraced the 
old parish of St David, IS one of Jama~ca's oldest parishes ' 
BLcaclbe 01 I,> age, the yallsn ha, a rich PeIr;age 1 ~ 1 t h  a number 
of interesting sites from the Brit~sh period, including great 
houses, fortq, ~\indmills and h~stor~cal wrecks in or near Bowden 
Bay (Port Morant Harbour) (See Table 1) Atlost importantly, as 
the location of the Morant Bay Rebellion, it IS regarded by many 
as the cradle of modern Jamaica 

The English government of the mid 1 7th century hoped that 
English people would em~grate to Jamaica in large numbers 

However, the island s welldeserved reputation as an unhealthy 
place deterred free migration from England but planters and poor 
whites immigrated from other Islands Among the earliest were 
a group of 1600 white planters from the ~sland of Nevls, led by 
Major Luke Stokes, induced by a command from Oliver 
Cromwell, who landed In Bowden Bay rn December 1656 
Eastern St Thomas would eventually become one of the most 
fruitful parts of the island, with its rich and abundant rainfall but 
at that time it was fever-ridden AFcer four months, fever had 
claimed two-thlrds ot the colonists, lnclud~ng Stokes and his 
wife who had settled at Stokesfield, a site w ~ t h  magnificent 
vlews but too close to the swamps of Port Morant 

The remarnder struggled on, reinforced In 1658 by a new Engllsh 
regiment which settled around the old Spanish hato and 
established its headquarters at Colonel Freeman's house near 
Morant Bay Vartous other groups ot settlers filtered in from 
different parts of the English Car~bbean, as Jamaica's potent~al 
became clear durrng the 1670s and 1680s Ten years later they 
had succeeded In establ~shing about sixty plantations By far the 
largest number of immigrants came as slaves from Africa, 
estimated at 1500 per year during the 1 6 7 0 ~ ~  and perhaps 2,000 
per year in the 1680s 

The plantain Gar~er l  R i ~ e r  p:ail: and adjacent lands as far a5 the 
St Thomas Great Morass were planted rn sugar (see Flgures 2 
and 3) The productivity of the plantations made this rlchest part 
of the rsland, ~f not the most secure Stoke's sons survived and 
prospered, building Stokes Hall near Golden Grove, on the edge 
of the St Thomas Great Morass Stokes Hall was one of the 
many, and possibly f~rst, fortified great houses in Jamaica, built 
to withstand the French However, the French invaded in 1694 
and ravaged the parish, which drd not recoLer tor many years 

' 
It i s  believed to have been named atter the Governor Thomas 

Hickman, Lord Windsor, In 1662 
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F~gure 2 Aerial view of Stokes Hall ruins and surround~ngs 

W h ~ l e  sugar cont~nued to be cult~vated on the flat lands In the 
18th Century, In 1728 the then governor Introduced coffee to h ~ s  
estate By the end of the century coffee was be~ng evtenslvely 
planted In htlly areas Production Increased greatly after the 
abo l~ t~on ot slavery In 1838 as many former slaves grew coffee 
among the~r crops and sold the~r surplus to the b~gger estates 
wlth the~r own pulper~es and barbecues, such as Abbey Green, 
Moy Hall, Radnor and Sllver Hill 

Hlt  by the slave revolt, dec l~n~ng sugar prlces, droughts and, In 
1864, floods, the sugar estates began to be abandoned These 
cond~t~ons accelerated dest~tut~on among the emanc~pated ex- 
slaves, leadlng to nearly Intolerable condlt~ons among the poor 
In many parts of the island, ~nc lud~ng St Thomas 

F~gure 4 Aer~al 
Plantain Garden 

Photograph 
R~ver Flood 





The movement that was formrng free vrllages grew and 
drscontent came to a symbolrc head at Morant Bay In October of 
1865 The attempted arrest for non-payment of rent of a 
smallholder In Stony Gut, an lmpoverlshed drstrlct north of 
Morant Bay, met wlth strong resrstance One of the rnstrgators, 
Paul Bogle, a Baptrst preacher from Stony Cut, led a band to 
petltlon the plantocracy at Morant Bay The ensurng 
confrontatron left the Custos and h ~ s  supporters burned out of the 
Court House, 18 of the rebels dead and 31 others wounded 

Lootrng of estate houses and In some cases murder of therr 
occupants followed, trlggerlng a relgn of terror Governor Eyre 
sealed off the southeastern valleys and allowed the 'forces of 
order' to comb them for Insurgents and thelr plunder, leavrng 
about one thousand houses In rurns and 600 people krlled, wlth 
or wlthout trral Bogle and George Wrlllam Gordon, a 
promrnent Krngston businessman were hanged at Morant Bay 
under the provrsrons of martral law, desprte having conducted 
the prelr mlnary d~scuss~ons regarding Jamarca's Independence 
wrth the Governor 

Bsst~es The rlch herrtage of the parlsh has been slgnlfrcantly 
~gnoted and deserves further study and attention St Thomas 
has more srtes llsted or formally desrgnated by the Jamarca 
Natronal Herrtage Trust UNHT) than any other, wrth the Morant 
Bay courthouse as rts centerpiece An even greater number of 
sltes has been assembled In Table 1 whrch lists structures, both 
Intact and rulned, that remain as potentla1 polnts of Interest and 
lnterpretatlon (see also F~gure 5) It should be noted that some 
sites are at present hard to frnd or rn need of restoratron or 
repair Moreover, grven the general lack of attentron to thls part 
of the rsland, there may well be others strll to be ldentlfled 

The parish 1 also the srte of a number of hrstorlcal "frrsts " For 
example, as described In Chapter 3 Bath whrch came rnto 
ex~stence In 1779 became the Island's flrst rncorporated city 

wlth a mayor, an alderman and councrllors The tlrst general 
hosp~tal In jamalca was bullt rn Bath but later removed to 
Holdley and the flrst swing brldge was bullt acroqs the Planta~n 
Garden Rlver 

A more srnrster frrst was the rntroductron ot crematron dur~ng a 
smallpox outbreak among slaves on plantat~ons In the parrsh 
Frnally, In what IS surely only a sample of "firsts," Queen 
Vlctorra IS sard to have flrst tasted coconut water at Lelth Hall, 
presumably the target of a shrewd plece of publlclty 

Ironically, In more recent times, the par lsh has tended to lag 
behrnd the rest of the natron In terms of publrc and prlvate 
Investment, socral and economrc condrt~ons and the level of 
natlonal awareness of and attentron to both what the parlsh has 
to offer and what rt needs 

Figure 6 Ruined Sugar Mill at O l d  Pera 
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TABLE 1 PLACES OF HISTORICAL A N D  CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 

PLACE OF INTEREST /LOCATION I HISTORYISIGNI FICANCE /CONDITION /STATUS/ RECOtMMENDATION 
MILITARY AND NAVAL INSTALLATIONS 

Natronal monument 
JNHT listed 

JNHT lrs~ed 

JNHT l~sted 

Nat~onal Monument 

3 24 pounder guns on 
carnages remaln 

Formerlv contarned 9 large 
guns 
? 

1 st floor (basemenr) and 
steps remain In Botan~c 
Garden 

1 Yallahs Ponds 
2 Morant Bay Fort 

3 Fort Lindsay Rums 

4 Fort W ~ l l ~ a r n  

PUBLIC BUILDINGS 

5 Bath Founta~n, 
Hotel and Spa 
6 Bathhouse 
(hospital) 

7 Morant Bay 
Courthouse 

CHURCHES AND 

S~gnal Toher 
Behrnd Courthouse 
Morant Bay 

Port Morant Harbour 

Port Morant Harbour 

Bath 

Bath 

Morant Bay 

CEMETERIES 

F~ne marble panels and 
urns 

Attractrve ruin w t h  tull 
herght walls 

8 S~mon TaylorTomb 

9 Freeman Tomb 

10 Anglican Church 

Bu~l t  rn 1770 s to commun~cate 1~1th Port Roval 
Burlt 1758 and des~gnated to hold nine guns 
Plaque commemorates the 1865 rebels whose 
mass grave were excavated In 1965 
Bu~lt  1770 to command eastern s~de or entrance 
to Port blorant harbour 
Bu~lt  1770 to command western s~de ot entrance 
to Port Morant harbour 

Located near site of  Bath Spnngs 

1779 

S~te ot Morant Bay Rebell~on 1865 

Lyssons 

Belvedere west ot 
Morant Bay 

,\lorant Bay 

INDUSTRIAL REMAINS 

Frequently mentroned In Lady Nugent s journal 

Early and Interesting example ot estate tomb 

Early 1 8Ih Century 

Aqueduct and ru~ned  
millhouse survrve 

1 1  Alb~on Sugar MIII 

12 Arntully 

West of Yallahs lkm 
tromMorant Bay Rd 
~orthwest or Cedar Valley 

Aqueduct (bringing water trom Yallahs R~ver) and 
mrllhouse 
1 gthC Substantial barbecues 
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13 Cre~ghton Hall 1 lsugar works mule and water mills (euceptionally I ~ r ~ n i a t i c  complex needing I 11 

- 
piers I (1940 I 
15 Llandewey Sugar ( ( ~ u l l t  mld 18thC Massive structure ( ~ o o d  

- 
I I large) I restor2tlon 

14 Easington Bridge- (~a l lah5  Kiver 15uspension br~dge built in 1826 used un t~ l  I~owers only I I 
M ~ l l  
16 Bath 

17 Holland Br~dges 

L~ghthouse I (London 1841 Of ~ndustrial technology Interest (powerful vlew I 
20 Old Pera 101d Pera (~ttractlve settlng I ~ a s e  only survives 

and Lock ups 
18 Lyssons Sugar M i l l  

19 Morant Point 

Plantain River 

Morant Polnt 

SugarM~ll 
21 Prospect PenLirne 
K ~ l n  

22 Green Wall Mule- 

Site of first swing br~dge 

Sugar Estate structures 

m ~ l l  
23 Belvedere 

Remain as shown ~n 18th 

M id  18C 

Cast iron tube 100 long, 18' diameter Cast In 

Prospect Pen 

Prospect Pen 

Il!;Urew Monklands lTr~nltyvil le to l~ rna l l  but charming stone farmhouse I 

West of  Morant Bay 

Remarkable vlew 

24 Arntully Great 
House 
25 Abbey Green 
Great House 

126 Ladyfield Great 

C prints 
Tower only 

Good Dlfflcult access 

Dates from 1780 

Aqueduct 

Nat~onal monument 

Tower roofless but 
structure good Needs 
restoration 

Northwest of Cedar 
Valley 
Near Whitf~eld Hall on 
way to Blue Mounta~n 
Peak 
7 

Farmhouse 
28 Belvedere 

29 Stokes Hall 

1!?1 Hordlev 
I - 

( ~ o r d l e ~  (complete great house I ~ s e d  as farm worker I 

Built c 1800 Used by coffee planter Has 
substantial barbecues 

Ru~ns 

1130 Am~ty  Hall 
I I I 

Cedar Valley Road 
West of Morant Bay 

West of Duckenfield 

Complete great house Used as farm worker 
accom b storage 

with barbecue 

Interesting history Thought to be the first 
fortified great house 

In pr~vate ownership 

Walls fort~fied towers, 
loopholes remain Fine 
vlew 

JNHT 
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132 Golden Grove IGolden Grove 1 H~story unknown llntact structure ~ i t h  arched I 1 
I I (stone basement I 

33 Golden Grove /Constructed 1930 by Jamaica Sugar Estates I 

I I I I 
OTHERS ll 

' 

36 Botanrcal Gardens Bath Used for recreatronal purposes and botanical 
research Ortgrnally a garden of medrclnal 1 

Barracks 
34 Hampton Court 

35 Lerth Hall 

I /water said to have hrgh iodrne content I I 
38 Easrngton Square I~aslngton Yallahs lCapltal of St Davrd s parish 1836-7 

I 
7 

7 I 

I 1 herbs 1 

39 Judgement Cliff 

37 Mlneral Sprrng IBath ( ~ ~ e l d s  95 lrtres of water 11 5 '1 30°F per minute 1 

40 Jack Mansong 
Marker 

41 1865 
Memor~al/Bogle 

I 
River 
Easrngton Yallahs Rrver 

Statue I 

Srte of a massive landslide that fell across the 
Yallahs River in the 1692 earthquake buryrng a 
plantatron and all who llved on it The face of 
the cliff is 1 000 feet hrgh and the slrpped mass 

Morant Road east of 
Bull Bay 

Morant Bay 

I I 
Chapel 
42 S~te of Bogle Istony Gut l ~ h e r e  Paul Bogle llved and preached lsrte only 

I I 1 

44 Amrtymlle 
Settlement 

,45 Bachelor's Hall 

b I I I I 1 
Note Names In boldface type w~thln the eastern St Thomas area 

IS est~mated at 86 000,000 cu yds 
Monument to legendary folk hero rebel, outlaw 
and highwayman, subject of long runnrng 
London pantomrrne 
Sculpture by Edna Manley rn front of 
Courthouse, site of start of Morant Bay rebellron 

43 Wrecks Irn/near Port Morant Bay lshrps wrecked on reefs at the entrance to the I 

harbor 

I 

: 

JNHT marker 

Plantatton 
46 Duckenfieid Suga 
Estate 

, 
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2 7 Land Use and Capab~l~ty 

2 7 1 Land Capab~l~ty 

Map 6, Land Capab~l~ty, ~ndrcates that the eastern par~sh has 
extenswe tracts of Class II sorls coverrng the Planta~n Garden 
R~ver floodpla~n and a majorrty of the MorantINegro R~ver valley 
below Seaforth and of the G~nger, Wards, Bouchers R~ver and 
Duppy valleys dra~n~ng to Bowden Bay Small areas of Class I 
so~ls are found between Belvedere and Seaforth A majorrty of 
the area IS In Class V 

Only relatrvely small areas outs~de the Blue and John Crow 
Mounta~ns Nat~onal Park are In Class VI, whrch tt IS 

recommended not be d~sturbed In any way They Include 
Belvedere/Rozelle, the area between Potos~ and Hampton Court, 
the slopes of the John Crow Mountarns above Wheelerf~eld and 
the coastal slopes of the mounta~ns north of Am~ty Hall 

As noted, the par~sh has been used cont~nuously for agr~culture 
since the arr~val of the Span~sh Or~g~nally sugar manufadt~lrlng 
was dom~nant In its heyday, the Jama~ca Sugar Estates (now 
Trop~cana) In Duckenf~eld was one of the most lucratrve 
factor~es In the lsland Others were Serge lsland Sugar Factory 
In Seaforth and Monklands Estates In Cedar Valley Products 
were shrpped from the Bowden Wharf, wh~ch was then one of 
the most acttve wharves In Jama~ca Meanwh~le, sugar remains 
dom~nant In the eastern par~sh (see Map 7, Land Use ) 

Operatrons at the Duckenf~eld Sugar Factory have been scaled 
down and its future IS at the present moment unpred~ctable as ~ ts  
v~ab~lity IS now bang assessed However, given the state of 
sugar estates throughout the rsland, it would seem to rnake sense 
to seek more spec~al~zed alternatives to cllgar A1ter-1,~ trves 
would take advantage of the fertri~ty of the alluvral so11 of the 

Planta~n R~ver floodpla~n, the potent~al for commun~ty, herrtage, 
ecologrcal and agn-tour~sm, and the ex~stence of a wllllng labor 
force 

in the west, sugar was replaced by pasture and Serge Island 
Da~r~es has been the dom~nant producer of m ~ l k  In th~s sectron of 
the lsland Coffee wh~ch had sharply decl~ned In qualrty and 
quant~ty d ~ e  to over cult~vatron of the steep slopes and 
competrt~on from Braz~l, has seen a resurgence over the past 
twenty years, together wrth further loss of forest cover Cocoa 
was tr~ed but w~thout sustarned success 

Coconuts and mangoes have added d~versrty The best mangoes 
are sa~d to come from St Thomas and a major coconut 
plantatron at Holland Bay that was badly damaged In Hurr~cane 
G t l  bert has been replanted 

Smaller areas are for ~ntens~ve m~xed farm~ng and cattle grazing 
In add~t~on, rn the mountan fr~nges, small farmers plant a var~ety 
of ground provlslons In the Yallahs watershed to the west 
where the Yallahs Valley Land Authority was formed In 1952 to 
help the cult~vat~on of escallron, carrots, thyme and other 
vegetables, along w~ th  flowers, in the cool of the rnountarns 

Dur~ng the 1 9 8 0 ~ ~  a number of agr~cultural projects ~nclud~ng 
export~ng producers rece~ved government ass~stance Dur~ng 
that decade, the par~sh became the major banana produc~ng 
par~sh wrth the establ~shment of Eastern Banana Company 
However, the abrlrty of bananas to support the local economy IS 

In questron as a result of h~gh product~on costs and the possible 
ending of European Un~on preferences Eastern Bananas IS 

reported to be In the process of replant~ng w ~ t h  new specles 
The need for structured development has been met to some 
degree by the H~lls~de Agrrculture Project and the bath Small 
Farmers Cooperative, establ~shed w~ th  the ass~stance of USAID 
as a prototy~e fc i c. io-1 mxketrng entrty In add~t~on to those 
mentruned abbv+, dti-~er rgr~cultural products and act~v~t~es that 
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have been proposed as alternatives to sugar, bananas and coffee 
include papaya, peppers, ginger, dasheen, breadfruit, ackee, 
mushrooms, grapes, cocoa, beekeeping, packing and processing, 
and meat and poultry production and processing 

Other productive activities in the sector are fishing, although the 
relative importance of the inshore and outer bank fisheries is not 
known, the harvesting of Irish Moss from the floor of the sea, 
and the cultivation of oysters at Bowden, reportedly by both 
farmers and the Ministry of Agriculture 

2 7 3 Industry 

Industrial activity was playing a growing role in the economic 
development of the parish in the 1980's and earlier 1990's The 
downturn in the national economy has left the parish close to 
destitute Governmentdeveloped factory space at Yallahs, 
Seaforth and Morant Bay accommodated food processing, 
leatherworks, and garment manufacturing One garment 
operation was planned for Port Morant in the late 1980's but ~ t s  
fate 1s unknown 

Other activities include block making and quarrying (mainly at 
Bull Bay in the far west where both high demand and extensive 
limestone exist However, the state of the manufacturing sector 
appears never to have been robust and adequately diversified 
Thus the closure in 1996 of the Goodyear factory, which In 
1980, generated 3/5 of the employment rn the sector, was a 
major blow 

A wide range of possible economic activitres have been 
considered However, the effort requires greater focus on the 
unique character of the parrsh The discovery of marble at the 
Serge Island property is thought by some to point the way to the 
establishment of a new industry in the parish but needs careful 
plannrng to minimize environmental impacts 

On the hillside just beyond the Yallahs Ponds i s  the JAMINTEL 
space research statron on the grounds of the former Prospect 
Plantat~on This installation may be seen either as somewhat 
Incongruous or a suggestion of future possibrlities 

2 7 4 Tourism - Existtng and Potential Places of Interest 

The southeast coast IS jamafca's least known region and together 
with Portland, one of the least accessible Hence, the two 
parishes receive far fewer tourrsts than elsewhere It ts generally 
acknowledged within the parish, as well as in recent 
guidebooks, that St Thomas is  a region more geared toward the 
traveler than the tourist 

In Portland, which has fine beaches, resorts and extensive villa 
developments, very low levels of vis~tation are the result of 
limited marketingand limited accessibility In St Thomas, the 
south facing coast is much gentler than that of the northeast 
However, although there are several public bathing beaches, 
recreatron and tourrsm are not srgnificant activit~es In contrast 
with Portland, the beaches, while often appealing, have gray or 
brown sand and most are badly affected by eroston Whrte-sand 
is restricted to the inaccessible, hurricane-damaged east coast 
In additron, there IS very little supportrng infrastructure and 
training IS largely lackrng 

With the exceptron of Morant Bay and the market town of 
Seaforth, towns are few in St Thomas and on the coast revolves 
mostly around small fishing villages The NRCA1s Coastal 
Reconnarssance study, conducted rn 1994, concluded that the 
St Thomas coast had recreational and eco-tourism potential east 
of Yallahs Table 2 provldes a summary of that assessment of 
beaches updated where appropriate and the designations made 
rn the Beach Polrcy Green Paper as well as others The 
following section, which IS illustrated by Figures 13 through 17, 
provides a raprd assessment of cond~trons and potential 
following the coast from the Yallahs Ponds 
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GreenwalllWhite Horses The stretch of coast from Yallahs 
Ponds lncludes some attractlve stretches of road with open sea 
views One guide describes "clrffs with sclntlllating turquoise 
waters and a serles of dark-gray sand beaches used by 
fishermen " Howevel, the presence of illegal structures along 
the White Horses Beach detracts from rts potentral interest to the 
traveller Sand mi ning at Copacabana Beach I S  also 
lncoinpatible with acceptable quality as an attraction to 
travellers If the coastal envr ronment were better protected, the 
area could become part of a notable tour tled in with visrts to the 
Blue Mountains, Rozelle and Belvedere The Morant River, 
crossed by Jamaica's longest brrdge, is the entry to Morant Bay 
and the East St Thomas region 

Morant Bay As noted In a recent guidebook, rt I S  "easy to 
drlve through without noticing Morant Bay " Lrke many Jamarcan 
towns, congested condrtions are a deterrent to visltors as is the fact 
that the town generally turns rts back on the sea and the fact that 
hrstoric structures have mostly been replaced by concrete A well- 
desrgned tour  ro~tcc'  d n d  town to the place< of interest and the 
opportunrty to enjoy the extraordinary views from the hills to the 
east of town would Increase its attractiveness Accommodatrons 
are relatrvely limited 

Lyssosls This beach was reported in 1994 to be rn good 
condrtion However, it is now strewn with trres from the roadslde 
tire repair shop 

Oxford Part of th~s  beautrful stretch of coast is devoted to a 
Unrversrty of the West lndies retreat 

Retreat Some three mrles east of Morant Bay is a small 
beachslde residential community located two of the most 
pleasant beaches along the south coast Retreat contarns the only 
;;-,I: -a13 r v l c ~ n f r a t  r.n of VI I P S ~ ~ W  I ~ P S  Unfort~ rnately a 

tendency to close off access to the shore and views to the coast 
by large villas has begun Ideally a revised Development Order 
would requrre development to be clustered wlthln the existlng 
communities of Retreat and Prospect 

Prospect Prospect has a public beach on an attractlve 
curving bay The strip of 

X,- 
brownish sand IS  narrow but 

% 7 long The quality and 
4 

- A obttus~ve locatron of the 
changrng and restaulant 
facilities mar the 
environment of the beach 
for travellers seeklng a more 
natural vlsual environment 

Some of the choicest beaches and vrews are found around the 
Prospect peninsula The site of a number of private vrllas and 
guest houses, beaches and rocky shores can only be accessed by 
venturing onto the parcels as yet unbullt Ideally, remaining 
parcels should be protected In the1 r undeveloped state through 
the tradlng of development rlghts or mandatory clustering In the 
current state, they are subject to uncontrolled trespass, dumping 
on land and In the sea, illegal construction of groynes and 
erosion The qualrty of the water, reefs and seagrass beds is 
deterroratlng and attention to sources of pollutron IS urgently 
needed Splny sea urchins, 
Diadema, were found in 
abundance on the 
consultant's vrsrt 
Nevertheless, the qua1 lty has 
declrnecl rn recent years, as 
monitored by a member of 
STEPA (see Section 2 5 5) 
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Leith Hall The 5horeline of the long, deep Bowden Bay 
(Port Morant Harbour) along the main road ofters spectacularly 
beautiful vistas However, here also the views are beginning to 
be blocked by squatter shacks, some ot which are being 
replaced \vith concrete It rs critical that this be stopped now 

= Port Morant This small town lies at the head ot Bowden 

Bay According to the Guide, it ofters "nothing of interest 
e\cept a marina equipped with necessrties " It was here that 

Captain Willram Bligh 
introduced the breadfruit to 
Jamaica Forts were built in the 
1770s at the entrance to the 
harbor (William on the west 
side on the Prospect peninsula 
and Lindsay on the east side) 
and ruins remain The town 
has the potential to be a very 
attractive community, both 

- - -- intrrnsically and because of the 
scenic and h~storically 
evocat~ve surroundings Once 
again, there i s  no signage to 
some of the points of hrstoric 
interest or recognition of the 
events that have taken place 

Bowden Marina About 1 112 miles east of Port Morant, a road 
leads along the eastern shore of Bowden Bay to Bowden Marina 
The oyster farming operation, the marina, the extraordinarily 
scenic setting and the quality of the views all suggest that local 
people tend not to think of the impact of the physical 
environment on the foreign traveller There 1s an opportunity to 
reorganize the oyster farming onshore facilities which currently 
have a somewhat rndustrial appearance, and to develop a rest 
and restaurant area worthv of the site 

The marina is  little used and theretore sealed ott by a cyclone 
mesh gate to all but members The author has theretore not seen 
the facrlitieb but they are described in the Lonely Plant Guide as 
tollows " a threadbare marina rimmed by mangroves in the 
middle of Bowden Bay Berthing costs USSO 50 per foot 
There are showers and restrooms, plus gasoline, diesel 0950 per 
gallon), and water I'm not sure why you'd want to anchor here, 
except by necessity " 

Continuing east the main road passes a turn, again poorly 
signed, to Old and New Pera This area has pleasant secluded 
beaches and eucellent opportunities for hiking, with fine views 
The Old Pera windmill could be the site of some interpretive 
information 

Rocky Po~nt Thrs is a tiny frshing community with a long 
attractive beach on the edge of the St Thomas Great Morass 
This would be a great destination for walks, birdwatch~ng and 
nature observatron However, the experience i s  marred by high 
volume music While this is  a feature expected by locals and 
Jamaican visrtors, it i s  a deterrent to others more interested rn 
enjoying nature and culture In a peaceful setting 

a Morant Point L~ghthouse This 100-foot-tall, 18-foot-wrde 
cast-iron tube, erected In 1841 by workers from Sierra Leone, i s  
the oldest lighthouse on the island and a national monument 
The vrew from the top i s  outstandlrg However, visitors are 
rare It can be reached from Dalvey or Golden Grove E~ther 
way, the route is hard to frnd and arduous 

Holland Bay Holland Bay is a long, spectacular white sand 
beach, fringed by coconutb, at the southernmost point of the 
windward coast There have been some problems with robbery 
and drug dealing at this outstandingly beautiful but isolated and 
rarely visited beach 



Beach ( ~ ~ s h r n g  

W h ~ t e  Horses x -I- 
TABLE 2 CONDITION OF CENTRAL-EAST ST THOMAS BEACHES 

Duhaney Park I I I thrs beach IS actrve, there are no facrlrtres except for an old drlaprdated gear shed Water and electrrcrty has 
been drsconnected The srte rs relatrvely clean wrth a small settlement growrng on the outskrrts Remnants of 11 

Publrc 
Bathrng 

Copacabana 

Grants Pen1 

Condrt~on 

Unt~dy, storm damaged and be~ng overrun by squatter structures ~ncludrng some concrete block Vlew from 
the road be~ng obstructed Park~ng (to buy f~sh) narrow and unsafe 

"St111 used by frshermen, although rt rs not as popular as rt once was Hardly any beach left as the foreshore 

K 

Morant Bay 

IS almost completely eroded An old changrng room st111 remarns " Sand m~ned 
"Very large and vrbrant O n  the day of rnspectron thrrty fishermen and twenty boats were counted Although 

Lyssons 

Prospect 

1 

x 

Retreat 

Cow Bay 

an rce house st111 stand " 
"Qurte vrbrant but rs rn a very unhygrenrc state All the requrred facrlrtres are place but are not functronrng 

x 

x 

Port Morant 

x 

, 

I 

x 

x 

qualrty is belreved to be poor " Now developed as prlvate beach See text Water quallty comment holds 
Well kept, prlvate 
"A large fish~ng beach used by approxrmately one hundred frshermen, wrth an actrve fisherman's co- 
operatrve Evcept for rvater, no other amenrty IS present Althoirgh lrght poles are rn close proxrmrty, the 
compound IS not served wrth electrrcrty The beach area was not clean Frsh remarns and conch shells, 

x 

Garbage and anrmals are present on the beach, and the water appears to be polluted " 
Lyssons rs "qurte a popular fishrng beach and rs kept clean On the day of rnspectron ( 1  994) the beach was rn 
good condrtron, showing s~gns of maintenance Apart from two changing rooms and a toilet, there were no 
other facrlrtres Water and electrrcrty are rn place " Now strewn w ~ t h  tlres d~scarded by the roads~de t ~ r e  
repalr shop 
"Reserved property wrthrn a resrdentral subdrvrsron Neglected for some trme as rt IS  not been used by many 
fishermen The beach area IS presently overgrown wrth bushes and sectrons are eroded Nearshore water 

whrch grve off an odour, are dumped on the beach " 
"A very actrve frshrng beach Facrlrties such as a gear shed, change rooms, sanrtary facrlrty, petrol pump, and 
~nd~vrdual lockers are In place Some vandalrsm has occurred The beach IS farrly clean but, for some 

Pera 

Rocky Po~nt 

Dalvey 

- 
u If?-id ------ - P - --- -------- -- - ---- -- - 

x 

x 

x 

x 

reason, the water IS drscoloured " 

"Presently rnactrve as the entrre beach area IS eroded " 
"An actrve frshrng beach although not equrpped wrth any of the requrred facrlrtres There IS no water or 
electrrcrty However, the beach IS very clean " St111 clean but now has food servrce, electr~crty and sound 
system 
"A roadsrde beach No facrlrtres Some sections of the beach are overgrown, rmpedrng frshrng actrvrty The 
water qualrty appears to be very good as not much actrvrty takes place " 

I I ~ t t le  used A 5eaut1ful nat~ral beach that s h ~ t ~ l d  remarn qc 
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Holland Bay Holland Bay IS a long, spectacular whrte sand 
beach fr~nged by coconuts, at the southernmost point or the 
windward coast The beach was badly attected by Hurrrcane 
Grlbert There have been some problems wrth robbery and drug 
deallng at thls outstandrngly beautiful but rsolated and rarely 
vrsrted beach 

Golden Grove Golden Grove IS a desperately poor hamlet 
-- of zinc and wood huts 

5T ,bg on stllts domrnated by 
the plantatrons of 
Troprcana Sugar 
Estates east of the 
road, and Eastern 
Bananas to the west 
Few dwel I I ngs have 
runnlng water There 
are structures wrth 
hlstorrc interest that 

have potentla1 for productrve reuse 

One mrle east of Golden Grove 1s Stokes Hall The thlck-stone- 
walled house IS a burlding ot note wlth fortifled towers at each 
corner The rurns are protected by the jamarca Nat~onal Herrtage 
Truqt From ~ts hilltop srte there IS a flne view over the sugar 
trelds and the Troprcana sugar factory at Duckenfield to the 
south-west However, rt IS hard to frnd as ~t lies along a drrt road 
with no signs and IS hldden behrnd thrck foilage 

Hordley One mlle north of Golden Grove 1s a crossroads 
named Hordley where there IS an overlooked great house The 
road golng west leads to Bath through the canefrelds to 
Wheelerfreld where the banana plantatron beglns This road IS 

In an exceptronally poor condrtron hobever 

The main road continues east through 
Amrty Hall wrth another neglected great 
house and clrmbs out of the southeastern 
flatlands 

Quaw HI ll offers a spectacular vrew over 
Holland Bay and St '~homas Great 
Morass The road returns to the shore at 
Hector's Rrver 

Hector's Rlver, on the border of Portland, Ires sru mrles 
north ot Hordley Troplc blrds are an attractron here From 
Hector's Rrver, the drstance to Port Antonro IS 25 mrles along 
coast that becomes rncreasrngly dramatic and contarns some f~ne 
small unspoiled beaches, although much of the shoreline IS 

hldden from blew from the road 

Reach Falls North of Manchroneal, these cascades are well 
outslde the preqent study area However, they are mentroned In 
the NlBJ lrst or "nearby attractrons " Untrl the early 1990Js, 
these cascades remalned virtually unvrsrted However, therr use 
as the betting tor a scene In a popular film brought notlce Now 
tour buses arrive from Port Antonio and Ocho Rros Once agaln, 
~llegal development has occurred and "~mprovements" could 
have been more sensrtlve and less rntrusive 



lnter~or Dest~natlons The following chapter examines the 
historical and environmental potential of Bath Bath can be 
reached from Port Morant as a side trip from the coast In 
addition to the coastal attractions, the region offers opportunities 
to enter or leave through the Blue Mountains, via the Morant 
River Seaforth, the Negro Rlver, Cedar Valley and Trinityville 
The state of the roads makes this a very long but beautiful trip 
From Seaforth, it is  also possible to access the upper reaches of 
the Plantain Garden River and follow the river down to Bath 
The state of the road has not been observed, however 

Issues The potential exists to regain a pattern of well- 
maintatned, accessible and profitable use of the coastline for 
fish~ng, short-stay public use for bathing and coastal/shoreline 
walks and nature observation Only the Yallahs Ponds have any 
type of protected status 

St Thomas has both advantages and disadvantages as a result of 
its isolation from development and tour~sm for so long It still 
has undiscovered treasures and a freshness not encountered in 
some better-known parts of the country The "off-the-beaten- 
track" character i s  a major part of its potential appeal to 
travellers 

Given that the potential for conventional tourist development is  
limited, the focus needs to be on developing active alternative 
forms of travel that can augment income in as equ~table manner 
as possible, among communities and among Income groups 
However, the underdeveloped state of the parish also means that 
it suffers from extreme poverty, low levels of education and 
skills and that it IS unprepared for the demands of increased 
travel and tourism Thus St Thomas can only capitalize on the 
beauty and historical interest of the area with a carefully 
integrated program of improvements, which it increasingly 
urgent to Initiate 

2 8 Social and Econom~c Cond~tlons 

The long ex~stence of the 'marronage" (French for escaped slave) 
in eastern Jamaica was supplemented by a significant number of 
free Africans (espec~ally from Sierra Leone) who came to St 
Thomas in particular and settled on the sugar estates in the 
decades following emancipation As a result, African roots and 
culture are particularly strong in the population of the parish 
Many of the locals are descended from Africans who Culturally, 
St Thomas is  noted for Cumina, an ancestor worship cult which 
some social scientists claim to be purely African There are 
practicing groups in Seaforth, Acadia and Trinityville 

The parish is  sparsely settled with an estimated population of 
160,000 The sugar and banana estates are the main sources of 
employment and income, in the historical fashion The area is  
one of Jamaica's poorest and Irving conditions continue to be 
harsh Many of the people who work on the estates, especially in 
the Golden Grove area, live in appalling poverty In addition, 
plantation work i s  regarded as having a demoralizing stigma 
[Desmond Cameron, pers comm ) 

There was a significant change in the level of education between 
1970 and 1991, with the portion of the population recetving 
secondary education rising from 4% and 5% to 38% and 43% 
respectively for males and females However, the percentage of 
males who were economically active declined from 84% to 70% 

The general feeling IS that St Thomas has always been forgotten 
In the development process and wil l continue to be left out 
Efforts to improve the standard of living of these communities are 
urgently n~eded The eastern area is generally depressed, 
undeveloped and oppressed by a sense of hopelessness and 
futility The Tropicana Estate was recently put in receivership and 
the poss~bility of layoffs could greatly exacerbate the poverty of 
the area 
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2 9 Infrastructure 

The area IS poorly served wlth rnfrastruaure and transportatron 

Roads The road from Klngston has been under reparr In several 
places, adding to the actual and apparent rsolatron ot the eastern 
portion of the parrsh Morant Bay, the caprtal IS approvlmately 
(51 km) 32 mrles from Klngston but takes close to two hours to 
drrve Other roads In the study area are very poor The road 
from Morant Bay to Bath IS In an appallrng condrtron It takes 
perhaps a half hour to cover the SIX miles without damage to 
one's vehrcle The route from Bath east to Hordley and the rnaln 
coast road IS I n an even worse state and 1s reportedly perennrally 
so Road rmprovement machrnery was seen by the consultant 
on the day before the local electron In November 1998 trrmmlng 
verges on the Morant Bay to Bath road, apparently In preparatron 
for reoarrs However, no further work was done 

Commun~cations Publrc servrces are lrmrted In eastern St 
Thomas and In some places, such as the Bath/Hordley/Golden 
Grove triangle, vrrtually non-exrstant Wrth the closure In late 
1998 of the Golden Grove Post Offrce, this part of the country is  
dependent on Port Morant, to whrch taxrs are the only form of 
transportatron Telephone lrnes are scarce and publrc telephones 
even fewer and frequently out of servrce 

Water and Santtat~on In 1991, only 19 8 of households In the 
parrsh had water plped to the dwelling In 1991 A srmllar 
perecentage had water piped to the yard but 46 9% of dwellings 
depended on standprpes SIX percent relred on sprrngs The 
supply In the far eastern sectron of the parrsh IS partrcularly poor 
and the NWC trucks water to communrtres rn the Dalvey area 
At present there are 5 wells wrth a dally output of 3 05 mrllron 
gallons and 2 others wrth a capacrty of 2 1 m~llron gallons per 
dav 

Approxlmately 77% of dwellrngs had plt toilets and 16% 
reported havlng water closets not llnked to sewer 

L~ghtlng and Cooking Fuel Only slightly over 50% of dwellrngs 
had electrlcrty rn 1991, the remrnder relylng on kerosene 
Approxlmately 66% of households reported usrng wood or 
charcoal for cookrng, whrle 25 6% used gas and 6 9% kerosene 
However, there are reports currently that many In the east 
cannot afford charcoal and have taken to cookrng over burning 
plastrc (W Courtney, STEPA Peace Corps Volunteer, pers 
observatron) 

Soc~al Servrces One major resource IS the Prrncess Margaret 
Hospltal at Morant Bay, a facrllty that was severely damaged In 
Hurricane Grlbert but reburlt Its well-kept appearance IS 

rmpresslve Other health servrces are lrmlted to small health 
centers 

There IS a technical hrgh school but no cornmunrty college A 
number of towns and smaller communrtres have recreatron 
centers operated by the Soclal Development Comrnrsslon but 
Bath lacks one The maln Parrsh Lrbrary 1s located In Morant 
Bay wrth 1 3 part-trme branches'32 book mobile stops and a 
specral servrce offered at the Prrncess Margaret Hosprtal 
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3 BATH - HlSTORY AND PRESENT CONDlTlONS 

At the center of the study area descr~bed In the prevlous chapter 
stands Bath Thrs chapter descrr bes the h~story of the Spa and 
the Garden It also descr~bes the e x ~ s t ~ n g  state of the two major 
features, the town and the ~mmedrate surround~ngs and to 
provrde the basis for examrnrng current and alternatrve plans for 
~mprovement In Chapter 4 0 

3 I Bath Spa 

The town of Bath IS the result of the foundrng of the Bath 
fountain by a Brrt~sh off~cer called Colonel Stanton In 1695 
Trad~tron malntarns that a runaway slave of Colonel Stanton 
discovered one of the hot sprrngs that today make up the Bath 
fountarns, using the hot water from the sprrngs to bathe chronrc 
ulcers on hrs feet 

After several days of bath~ng, the sores d r ~ e d  up and 
drsappeared Tak~ng h ~ s  l ~ f e  Into h~s  hands, the slave returned 
wrth the story of the "mag~cal" powers of the water to h ~ s  master 
who promptly took control of the sprlngs In 1699 Colonel 
Stanton sold hrs right in  the sprlng, along wrth 1 ,I 30 acres of 
land, to the pub l~c  for the sum of four hundred pounds 

An  act of the Assembly that year vested the land In "The 
Drrectors of the Bath of St Thomas the Apostle," a corporation 
to  found the town of Bath and admrnrster m~neral baths for the 
s ~ c k  and ~ n f ~ r m  Th~r ty  slaves b u ~ l t  the road and the bathhouse 
(hosp~tal) that offered free treatment and accommodatron to the 
ser~ously 111  Lots were l a ~ d  out and slaves purchased to look 
after the roads and the vegetable gardens that supplied the 
hosprtal 

EARLY USES CF %ME SPA 9I4dATEWS 

The waters are high In sulfur, magnesium, lime, and other m~nerals wealthy planters and Engllsh gentry seek~ng th~s cure, for as Lady 
and have theiapeutic value for treating skin arlments and rheumatic Nugent recorded in her famous diaries 'they ate like cormorants 
problems In the 1 7thC, however, ~t was belreved that the waters and drank like porpoises ' 
would cure everything from venereal d~sease to nervous spasms 
According to Dl Thornas Dancer, author of B. Shori D~sses?at!sn on Soon the unuqual effpcts of the wat- had created a new demand as 
the jama~ca Bath Waters (Kingston, 1789), these waters were a the historian Edward Long recorded, drink~ng the water 'dltfuses a 
remedy for many diseases, containing 'a good deal of 'phlog~sto' [an thr~lllng glow over the whole body, and the cont~nued use enllvens 
Imaginary chem~cal of the time] (Wrlght, 1937) the spirits, an somet~mes produces the same joyous effects as 

~nebr~atlon On thls account, some notorlous topers have qurtted 
Sir Hans Sloane belleved that the waters bathed ~n and drunk would the claret for a whlle and come h~ther, merely for the sake of a littl 
cure a 'dry be1 l y-ache,' caused by overr ndulgence, wlth great variety in thelr practlce of debauch, and to enjoy the singular f e l ~ c ~  
success By the mld-18th century the sprlngs had been usurped by of gett~ng drunk on water' (Wrlghtl937) 



12 Bath and E~stern St Tnomas 

During the following century Bath became a seasonal resort tor 
the rich and well to do in the island Houses were built, a club 
was organized and the Town of Bath mushroomed, becomlng 
one of the most popular spots in the entire island The wealthy 
"brought thelr amusements with them-music, cards, dancing 
Llte at the spa ran a giddy pace at times, and so it continued 
until the middle ot the eighteenth century Then the social set 
began quarreling, grew tlred of the place, and ceased going 
there Bath went into a decline as a fashionable Jamaica resort" 
(Wright, 1937) According to some, the Morant Bay uprising 
and attendant political disturbances of the late 1700s caused 
Bath to lose its fashionable image Whatever the cause, Martyn 
(1949) claims it quickly became a ghost town of a mere 10 
Inhabitants" while Wright (1937) describes it as 'merely a 
botanical garden under the watchful care of Dr Thomas 
Dancer ' 

3 2 Bath Boian~c Garden 

From the start of colonization, Europeans in the West lndles 
were fascinated by the flora, Columbus hlmselt enthusrastically 
misrdenti fying several species, according to Alan Eyre (1 96-) 
As time went by, experiments were made In acclimatlsing new 
plants, not only from Europe, but also from other parts of the 
troplcal world The temperate plants tended to thrive in high 
gardens like Matthew Wallen planted out above Newcastle 
while the tropical ones could be planted out lower down 
Towards the end ot :he eighteenth centur), the most extensive of 
these lowland gardens was set up near what IS now Gordon 
Town under an Assembly statute of 1774 ordering the 
establishment of a government botanic garden 

The Gordon Town garden was soon regarded as 'too steep,' and 
about 1779 the site of the government garden was transferred to 
Bath Dr Thomas Clarke arrived with a var~ety of plants to 

gulde the venture Like most botanists of the time Clarke was a 
medical doctor and he combined the post of garden 
superintendent with that of physician at the Bath hot springs 

Dr Clarke's principal interests were not specificallv agricultural 
but scientitic He was an avid collector of medicinal and 
pharmaceutical herbs and had an extensive knowledge of 
Chinese and Indian herballsm His earllest acquisitions included 
teas, camphor, I itchee, the sago 'palm,' (cycas), jujube, clove 
and the Dracaena or Chinese, dragon tree (According to Eyre, 
196 , until a relatively recent reconstruction of the garden there 
wasa large and anclent Dracaena near the entrance to the 
garden that Dr Clarke himself may have planted ) For a long 
tlme, the garden was organized according to the 'medicinal 
virtue' of plants and 'those qualities useful to the arts' such as 
dyes, resins, varni3hes and cabinet woods, to quote trom an 
early superintendent's instructions 

In 1782 Dr Thomas Dancer succeeded Clarke as Physician to 
the Baths He was appointed Superintendent of the Garden and 
Island Botanlst in 1788 Under Dancer, agriculture and "the 
debire to beautify yet more an already lovely land" (Eyre,196 - ) 
appear to have attained increasing Importance as many now 
commonplace plants were first established at Bath 

"Some plants were difficult to naturalise, but the fecundity and 
usefulness of at least two, [the breadfruit from Oceania and the 
ackee from West A:risa] leave no room for complaint In 
June 1782 Lord Rodney's man-0'-war HMS Flora (how well 
named) intercepted a French ship on its way to Hartr from the 
Indian Ocean and the famous admiral provided Dr Clarke with a 
most valuable cargo - a collection ot plants which included the 
mango, cinnamon, jack-fruit pandanus, moringa and orrental 
ebony The original pandanus is st111 a conspicuous if  rather 
untrdy ~nhabitant of the garden " (Eyre, 1 96-) 
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F~gure 12 Bath Botan~cal Gardens from K~dd, c 1830 

Captain Wllllam Bllgh, whose flrst journey In search of plants, 
lnclud~ng breadfrult, ended disastrously in the famous muttny on 
the ~ounty ' ,  survlved to make a second successful voyage and In 
1795, landed at Port Morant wlth a cargo of breadfrult and many 
other plants ~ncludlng the Otahelte apple from Tahltl, crotons 
and jacaranda 

A speclmen of the orig~nal breadfrult trees planted at the Bath 
Garden st111 survrves Bllgh was rewarded wlth fifteen hundred 
guineas from the Jama~can legislature for the two journeys 
Nathaniel Wllson was probably the greatat of the Bath curators 
He was an experlenced gardener and a very capable 
hortlcultural~st who was constantly In touch w ~ t h  Slr Joseph 
Hooker at Kew Under hls care, begtnnlng In 1847, the garden 
contlnued to supply planters and farmers wlth a constant stream 

of new and useful specres and had one of world's best 
collections of f~bre plants Wllson Introduced many plants with 
potentlal economtc value, lncludlng the Cavendlsh banana 
(1 847), the bouga~nvlllea (1 849) and the amherstia or Prlde of 
Burma (1 849) and In 1851 he experimented with Clnchona 
The fluctuat~ons In the fortunes of the garden have contlnued to 
the present time The garden seems to have suffered from 
chronlc underfunding (see Box B) It was also prone to floodlng 
by the nearby Sulphur Rlver "The site of the garden at Bath was 
(and to a certain extent IS still) precarious It was early 
recognrsed as a poor choice Cllmatlcally ~t was excellent for 
troplcal plants but it was remote from the cap~tal and from most 
of the country In those days Moreover, the so11 was largely 
coarse river wash and not part~cularly r~ch and rhe garden was 
repeatedly inundated " (Eyre, 196-) 

In 1856, the Sulphur Rlver flood removed a large sectlon of the 
garden Following this dlsaster the general lnconvenlences and 
smallness of the Bath garden were lncreaslngly rnanlfest The 
need for a larger and more centrally sltuated garden was felt and 
so In 1862 Castleton Garden was established In addltlon, the 
altltude of Bath proved too low for Wilson's Clnchona seedlings 
w h ~ c h  were ready for planting out in1861 as a source of quinine 
A Cinchona Plantation was therefore started in the Blue 
Mountains in 1 868 (C~nchona ultimately proved unprofitable 
and was abandoned, leaving severely deforested land and 
occasronal Clnchona plants in the forest ) 

After Castleton, Cinchona and, later, Hope Gardens came Into 
belng, Bath langcllshed and shrank both In slze (to three-quarters 
of an acre) and ~mportance, although ~t contlnued to be 
malntalned for ~ t s  valuable trees and palms 

4 It IS sa~d that part of the reason Bl~gh's crew mut~n~ed was because 
he denled them water, using ~t to keep the breadfruit plants al~ve 
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EARLY ADMlNlSTRATlVE HISTORY OF THE BATH BOTANIC GARDEN 

Desp~te the actlvlty durrng the last quarter of the 18' century wrth In 1847 the new Curator Nathaniel Wilson rrom Kew, restored 
plant rntroductron Dr Dancer had a hard trme to keep the garden the garden and under hrs care the garden attarned rts greatest srze 

going The provrslon of funds to marntarn the garden and pay h ~ s  and fame He, too, battled wi th  the authorltles, complalnrng or 

own salary caused hrm great anxrety In 1801 he petrtroned the the attrtude of some new Board members, many of whom nerther 

House of Assembly for frnancral assistance for hrmself and the knew nor cared about Hortrculture He had to fight for a house 

Garden porntlng out that he had been obllged to move to K~ngston to lrve In as the Curator s ofticral house had been turned over to 
the Polrce He had drffrculty persuadrng the Board that the 

to practrce In order to earn a lrv~ng In the same year the Garden s 
anclent labourers who cleaned the town streets were not sultable 

overseer had to be dismrssed for neglrgence and a Dr Jenn~ngs who to be let loose wrth hoes and cutlasses In the closely planted 
presumably practiced rn Bath, was appornted Superrntendent In beds He drd recelve co-operation ~n the end and later saw to the 
1804 a disconsolate Dancer descrrbed the Gardens as ~n rul nate and toundatron of Castleton and Clnchona 
sale ot the Gardens was proposed 

' In 1856 the Sulphur R~ver overflowed for the firth time in e~ght 
In the early nrneteenth century rt passed through stressful trmes and years destroyrng part of the Garden It was then dec~ded to 

was nearly sold agaln In 181 0 Dr Stewart West was appornted marntarn what remarned, sale havrng been consrdered once 
Island Botanlst at Bath and retalned the post untll 1821 By 1824 again, and a new garden site chosen 
when rt was rescued by the members for the Eastern Parlshes rt was 
~n almost total rurn It was then used for experrments wrth local To conclude, a moral may be drawn from the Hrstory of the 
plants and ~n 1826 Dr James Macfayden became Island Botanlst and Botanlc Gardens of Jamarca, rt 1s very apparent that such 
subsequently published A Flora of Jarna~ca Two years later he was lnstltut~ons can only flourrsh when the rrght type of ~ndlvldual has 
succeeded by Thomas Higson who brought wrth hrm a collectron of therr care and future at heart and can influence those who control 
plants from South Amer~ca Once agarn money was in short supply the purse strrngs When left to  the care of Publlc Bodres, wlth no 
and Hlgson lett In dlsgust In 1832 In 1833 sale was again proposed true fr~end at Court, they soon plne and waste away" 
but not carrled out Another very lean trme followed survrvrng only 
under  he rn~n~s~ratrons of Rev Thomas Wharton Summarized trom a Br~el H~stoq or The Botan~c Gardens of Jamaica by 

E B Martyn Natural History Notes of tne NHSJ of March 1949 J ~ l l  
Byles 1996 
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BOX 3C BOTANICAL CONTENTS OF BATH GARDEN 

As the Bath garden IS the smallest and least vrsrted ot the prrnclpal "Near the end of the eastern walkway are hvo frne specrmens ot 
gardens, only a few specimens whrch are outstandrng and of unusual Lagersroemra tlosregrnae Queen or Flowers Sometrmes known 
interest are described here as the crepe myrtle from the crepe paper appearance ot the showy 

leaves the tree came trom Asra In the jungles ot south India 
Many of the plants flrst rntroduced at Bath now tlourlsh better where it IS known as the jarul tree, it grows to enormous size and 

elsewhere or have otherwise vanished from the garden The cork oak produces valuable timber 
mulberry and frankrncense tree (Prnus taeda) are at Cinchona the 
cassias opuntias and yuccas now glorrfy Hope whrle the Dracaenas ' Between thrs walkway and the eastern boundary of the garden 
are better seen at Castleton The humble breadfruit Artocarpus rncrsa are several other ~mportations from Indla, especially members ot 

1 
1 

1 

at Bath IS however, of special interest and a specrmen remains to the Anacardraclae such as the marklng-nut tree Semecarpus 
remrnd us ot Bligh and the South Seas Nearby i s  an untrdy clump of anacardlum 
screw palms (Pandanus utllrs) with their strange stilt roots They 
derive from the plants which HMS flora captured There was formerly The central section of the garden with its attractive lawn and well 
a monument In the garden to Rodney tor hrs service to Jamaica in spaced large trees contains frne specimens ot the cannon-ball tree, 
capturing so much floral loot Courouprta guranensrs and several large mature talipot palms 

One tree introduced by Dr Clarke IS consprcuous the litchee 
It i s  a pity that this fruit has not been cultivated more in Jamaica 

The southwest part of the garden contains a varlety ot shrubs and 

I 
small trees, the most strikrng dependrng on the season The lovely 

I plnk pou~ Tabebura pentaphylla and the purple jacaranda, 

I p- introduced by Thomas Higson, should not be mrssed in therr 
I ----..- 

,,,----a - - - - -  ----==-- =--- - flowerrng seasons 

i 'The flnest tree rn the garden, rts outspread Irmbs and shade 

i covering a large area and intertwlnlng with several others nearby, 
IS the Barrrngtonra specroca With a dry fruit of unusual shape a 

I O& a= ,I 1 large kernal surrounded by a fibrous case, thrs extraordinary tree 
I 2 I\ $4  ** 1 was orrgr nally I ntroduced from Ceylon 
I . , 

\ 

d Is 
"The northwest section of the garden is  chrefly devoted to palms, 

f ' ? - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -r-t3--..- --a- - - - -  rncludrng the stately geometr~cally-arranged group of royal palms, 
C 
1 Roystonea regra whrch though now common enough in Jamarca, 

were orig~nally brought trom Cuba " 

c J f r r  I'aA From Botan~c Gardens of Jamaica Alan Eyre 196- 
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Desplte now havlng a population of over 2,000 (1 991 ), the 
town's condltlon IS a far cry from the Bath that was the Island's 
first incorporated city, boasted the first general hospltal and bullt 
the first swing brldge 

The dismal Impression beglns not far from Port Morant, where 
squatter shacks distract from the grandeur of the natural scenery 
It i s  reinforced at the Plantaln Garden River bridge, where cars 
are typically seen on the rlver gravels in the mlddle of the river 
bed being washed down Continuing Into Bath itself, the v~sitor 
in overwhelmed by the evldence of poor llving conditions and 
the neglect and abandonment of numerous old wooden 
structures that In other communities with different priorltles 
might have been recognized as treasures 

The Spa The structure is In a deep gorge and IS constructed of 
concrete block in a rather 
severe style that even the 
pink exterior paint cannot 
soften The interlor is  
sim~larly severe, justify~ng 
the fact that ~t is  still referred 
to locally as the "hospital " 
Declared Nat~onal 
Monument in 1991, the 
hotel IS severely under- 
occupied, underused and In 
need of signlflcant repalr, 
refurbishment, improved 
management and a new 
approach to its servlces and 
marketing 

F~gure 15 The Hotel from east of 
the Sulphur R~ver 

Accord~ng to a St Thomas consultant and STEPA member, "Due 
to gross neglect by successive governmental groups in 
maintaining the hotel and fountain, the town slowly declined in 
attractiveness and general appeal Eventually, the wealthy in the 
area moved out, leavlng the poorer people The Bath Fountarn 
and Hotel remalns a monument In the community and 
something of a white elephant (Blake, 1994) The hotel, spa 
and surroundrng 33 hectares were on the llst of the 
Government's divestment targets for some years They were 
formally offered, through the National investment Bank of 
Jamalca (NIBJ), closed on October 22, 1998 

The Hotel and Bath Buildlng has three floors and IS located on 
the eastern bank of the Sulphur R~ver It contalns 1 0 pub1 ic 
bathrooms and three guest bathrooms wlth sunken baths, 
bedrooms most wrth adjolnlng bathrooms, lounge, dinlng room, 
kitchen, conference room, vlsitor and guest bathrooms, 
reception areas, offices, staff accommodations and storerooms 
The developed portron of the property also ~ncludes a laundry 
bulldlng and pump house on the eastern bank of the river to the 
north of the hotel The generator house and bar on the west s~de 
of the river are accessed by a footbrldge from the paved parking 
area at the hotel entrance Hot and cold mlneral water storage 
tanks with respectwe capaclty of approxlmately 43 5 cublc 
meters and 25 4 cublc meters are about 10 meters to the north of 
the hotel The area immedrately around the varlous bu~ldrngs IS 

"improved" wlth paving and retaining walls Sectlons of the 
rrver bank also have retalnlng walls 

The hot and cold mlneral springs emerge at varlous levels above 
the river approx~mately 200 meters north of the hotel complex 
The hot sprlngs (with temperatures ranging from 46 to 48 
degrees Cels~us), Issue from the eastern banks of the rivet at 
approximately four and nine meters above the present level of 
the rlver Five of the splings are entombed and then plped to the 
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storage tan!, The largest cold spring rises in a small gully 
midway behveen the hot sprrngs and hotel at an elevation ot 18 
meters above the hot sprrngs The water rs rmpounded In a 
small dam and then piped to the cold water storage tank at the 
hotel Cold springs in the rmmedrate vicinrty ot the hotel are also 
used in the baths and for domestrc purposes 

The 13 bathrooms have a total volume capacrty of 220 cubic 
meters, supplred with a mrxture of mineral water from hot and 
cold sprrngs blrneral water IS also prped to 13 hotel rooms 
Visitors to the facilrty (which IS open to the publlc between 8 00 
a rn to 10 00 p m ) soak in deep, ceramrc-tiled pools ( U S 2  50) 
Each bath lasts for 20 minutes However, rt takes approximately 
15 minutes to clean the bath and 30 mrnutes to frll it The srrnple 
spa also otters massages for US$25-35 

There appears to be no particular focus on erther cosmetrc or 
specialrzed therapies However, the Balnealogrcal lnstrtute at 
the University of Freiburg has indicated that the exercrse therapy 
rn the Bath Fountarn mineral water has potentral for treatment of 
numerous degenerative drseases, neurological disorders, post 
stroke therapy, vascular diseases, and connectrve tlssue 
disorders Moreover, some authorrties consrder the water 
superror to that ot Baden-Baden (DuCran, pers comm ) 

The Water Resources Authority (WRA) estrmates that if the hotel 
were operating at full capacrty, there could be a shortfall in 
mineral water supply This IS because 27% of the total 
estrmated rellable yreld (rncluding 50% of the hot springs tlow) 
drscharges to the Sulphur Rrver The primary reasons are 
undersized storage tanks that overflow at nrght or when not in 
use, tanks and pipes that leak and use of a cold mineral spring 
for domestic supply The National Water Commission (NWC) 
has an intake on the Sulphur River above the hotel to supply the 
Bath community wrth domestic water Service to the hotel 
would enable the hotel to conserve its mineral ivater andlor 

Condit~ons Surrounding the Spa The Spa is reached by a 
Parochral Road that follows the west srde of the Sulphur River 
untrl a deep loop In the rrver where the road crosses to the 
eastern side The road ends In an asphalted area used for 
parking The road IS little more than a slngle lane wrde In many 
areas and the road and parkrng area are frequently congested 
Thrs IS especially the case at weekends when large number of 
vrsrtors arrrve from Krngston, not rt appears to use the spa but to 
bathe directly In the pools of the Sulphur River and under the 
leaklng pipes 

rmal use of the 

' There IS an lnltlal~zed hot sprlng flow or 32 2 litres per mlnute (464 cub~c 
meters per dav) whlch In concert w ~ t h  expanded storage racrl~ties, could 
supply the demand shortfall [at full capac~ty] at w ~ t h  a surplus of 26 cublc 
meters per day There IS also a reliable y~eld of approx~mately 29 5 l~tres per 
mlnute In the Sulphur River below a (NWC) domest~c water supply take on 
Thls In conjunction w ~ t h  the hot sprlngs w ~ l l  produce an excess available 
m~neral water supply ot 68 5 cub~c metres " [It IS assumed that th~s mould be 
enough ror a small bott l~ng facr l ~ b ]  



F~gure 15 
The hotel 
entrance 

The lntens~ty of thls Informal use has a number of effects 

It provldes a critical source of Income In the severely 
~mpoverlshed communrty, support~ng a slgnlficant number of 
local residents, lnclud~ng 

a bus and tax1 drlvers, 

vendors of crafts and produce, (some farmers carry produce 
from as far afield as Wheelerf~eld at weekends on a regular 
basis), 
jamalcan "fast food " vendors, and 

rnformal "supervrsors" who charge for changrng in make- 
shift bamboo shelters and guard~ng bathers' possesslons, 

It leads to harassment wh~ch IS a deterrent to non-Jamarcan 
v~sltors and some Jamalcan vlsltors, 

It generates garbage and is  likely to be lmpactrng 
downstream water qua1 I ty, and 

It produces an atmosphere of nolse, drsorder and visual 
confus~on that 1s not compatible w ~ t h  the establishment of a 
restful spa 

The Sulphur R~ver valley IS spectacularly beautiful, even though 
its vegetation has been s~gnrf~cantly man-altered (Bamboo and 
tall grasses provide the maln cover on the steeper and evposed 
slopes Other types of vegetatron ~nclirde large frult trees, 
breadfrurt, ackee, avocado pear, tamarrnd and cocoa, as well as 
an undergrowth of ferns and shrubs ) However, the general 
neglect of the area by planning, environmental and other 
author~t~es has allowed extensrve squattrng to occur on the 
valley s~des between Bath and the Spa These were d~screetly 
slted and brlghtly palnted wooden and bamboo houses that, 

wh~le ~llegal, 
had character 
Unt~ l  recently, 
these were the 
only structures 
Now they are 
belng jorned 
by much more 
blatant and 
objectronable 
construction In 
concrete block 
along the 
roadsides 

F~gure 16 Illegal 
structure along the 
roads~de 
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$1 ,  , r ,  in an enterprl\ing ebcalation ot the vend~ng activrtres 

i 11e ~nlmedr~~te \ lcinrtb ot the hotel the river banks are lined 
r i  (  tons one ot the man) plants Introduced to the Bath 

+n Imn~edrat~I\ '~bo\e (or beh~nd) the hotel powerhouse 15 

2 -11  11lou pool the rocus ot ~ntorrnal bathing, ~vhile other pools 
I , ill. occirr rurther up the river 

Flgure 16 The 
Sulphur Rlver 
In the vlcinity 
of the Hotel 

A narrow trail leads along the eastern side ot the valley past the 
points where the sprrngs enter the pipes that serve the Spa 
From th~s  point, visitors have a range of choices, from short 
walks to (guided) hihes as far as the Cuna Cuna Pass and across 
into the Rio Grande Valley Horseback r~drng could be another 
option Section 2 5 2 noted that thrs part ot the Blue and John 
Crow Mountain National Park is especral ly I nteresting as the 
habrtat of the large swallowta~l butterfly (very rarely seen), other 
butterflies, and other unique species of plants and anrmals 
As indicated in Section 2 5 6, the variety of environments 
represented by the springs, the rrver and the combination of 
native and introduced vegetation makes the valley particularly 
interesting to birders The variety of brrds is ot significant 
interest in addrtron to the presence of the Black-billed 
streamertall However, the leaders ot bird~ng tours and the 
Gosse Bird Club have discontrnued tours in the area because of 
the harassment that is encountered 

The Bath Fountatn Hotel and Spa Divestment Plan The NlBJ 
offer~ng document notes that "The publrc baths are currently 
very well patron~zed and the potentral exists for Increasing the 
number of local bathers The Jamarcan public regard the BFHS 
as an important part of the nation's heritage and it IS expected 
that Investors will signit~cantly modernise, expand and upgrade 
the facrl~ties available for bathers to international standards so 
that BFHS will be able to provide more entertainment and better 
therapeutic facilities for the general public It is expected that 
hotel tacrlities will also 1 2 ~  signiticantly modernrsed, uperaded 
and expanded In a c c o r ~ ~ i  ce wrth the recommendatrons ot the 
balneologrcal evaluation and international standards expected 
for hotel /spa tacr litres " 

The document acknowledges that the building needs to be 
remodeled and renovated and there need to be Improvements 
and additions to the facilities (includrng the storage tanks and 
prpes) It also states that the hotel is operating, ~Gth  an Actrng 
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Manager (understood to part-tlme) and 22 employees, at a 30% 
average annual occupancy (peak months for baths and hotel 
guests bang July, August and December) The document gives 
71,000 as the estrmated number of bath sales per year but no 
flgure for overnight stays It notes that "the inability of the 
management to fund these activities [improvements] has 
contrrbuted to the low level of operations " 

It must be asked to the contrary, however, whether it 1s not the 
rntrins~c quality of the fac~lrtres, In addrtron to the needed 
improvements, that, In combination wlth the deterlorated state 
of the surrounding area and extensive informal use of the river 
have led to the low level of operations 

The latest divestment offer has not yet been successful Some 
rnformants for thrs study found that to have been predrctable 
The Bath Needs Assessment predicted that "the potential risk 
will far outweigh whatever beneflts exist for the average 
rnvestor," and noted further that "rt would be wise for the 
Government to rethink rts policy of divestment " (Blake 1994) It 
would certainly appear that the various conditions descr~bed 
above have proved obstacles to successful dlvestment and a 
deterrent to development of an actlve trade, especially among 
foreign tourlsts Change and successful dlvestment can occur 
but wil l require evtraordlnary vlsion and leadership 
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4 FUTURE VlSlONS - ENVPROIVMENTAL PROTECTION AND ECOPJOMlC IMPROVEMENT 

4 1 Publrsked V~s~on Statement and Object~ves The NIBJ'S 
lnvltatlon for proposals for the leasing of the Bath Fountarn Hotel 
and Spa states the Government's main objectives with respect of 
the privatization as follows 

"(I) the development of the property to realize its full 
potentla1 as a spa, 

(11 the lease of the assets of BFHS at a farr price which 
reflects it potentral, 

(111) the development of the property to act as a catalyst to the 
development of the village of Bath and surrounding 
nerghbourhoods, by provrding opportunrtres for dl rect 
employment and generating sustainable activitres, 

(IV adequate financing wrth signlflcant levels of equrty 
partrcr patlon, 

(v) ;educt;on/contarnment in forergn debt through the 
earning of forergn exchange, 

(VI) the abrlity of employees to partrclpate rn the ownership " 

As suggested in the foregoing discussron, realization of these 
objectrves requr res development of a larger vlslon that addresses 
the very basrc human needs of the surroundrng area and bullds 
on the assets of a much larger area Several documents have 
been developed under the sponsorship of the local Members of 
Parlrament that address the socral, economic and envrronmental 
needs and potential of St Thomas, Bath, Golden Grove, Cedar 
Valley and other communltles prepared by Devon Blake 
Assoc~ates 

The common vlslon expressed in these needs assessments and 
plans IS "establishment of a strong economrc base for the 
development of St Thomas, by ldentifylng and produc~ng a 
targeted set of marketable commodrties Thrs wrll take place 
through the rdentificat~on and development of parlsh infrastructure 
and natural assets, allred wrth appropriate tralning and educatron, 

resulting in a highly skrlled and intellectual communrty, practicrng 
social equality and enjoylng a falr and equitable standard of 
livlng 

These documents have drawn on Input from a wrde range of 
~nterests and seek to bu~ ld  on the unlque assets of St Thomas, 
and particularly Eastern St Thomas In almost all cases, they 
contarn very thoughtful recommendations for drrectlon and 
actron in social, agricultural, rndustrial and lnfrastructural 
development However, because of the srze of the challenge, 
the recommendations are numerous and not always priorrtrzed 
or sharply focused The studres have been developed by a 
member of the St Thomas Envlronmental Protection Assoclatlon 
(STEPA) and clearly have benefrted from the collective 
knowledge and vision of that organization 

A summary of some of the emerging local thlnk~ng about how and 
where to intervene effectively for social and economic 
advancement IS found In a document entrtled lnltlatives for the 
Early Development of a Tourlsm Product in Sarnt Thomas (Blake, 
no date) The document notes that the "strength of Salnt Thomas 
within the tourism sector is  rn the subareas of Ecologrcal and 
Herltage Tourrsm" and that "these are the areas most amenable to 
qurck explortatlon " It ident~fies 

Bath Spa (noting the growth In health tour~sm among age 
groups wrth substantial disposable incomes), 
Bath Botanical Garden, 
the Morant Courthouse (and potential complex includrng 
statue, burral plot, etc ), 
Bowden Harbour (sport fishing potentral), 
tours of worklng farms, 
Blue and ,,I In Crow Mountar, I, ludtronal Park rraiis, and 
areas of unlque ecological, geological and hrstoric interest, 
lncludr ng Judgement Clr ff and Yallahs Ponds 
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4 3 Suggest~ons for focused Tourrsm as an Economic St~mulus 

The members ot STEPX possess an rntegrated and ekpansive vrsron 
for the protection of the environment and the improvement ot 
soclal and economic conditions Key recommendations lncl ude 
the following 

Tourism St Thomas needs to be marketed as a "package," to 
take advantage of the array of ecological, recreational and 
hrstorrcal assets described In Chapters 2 and 3 

Environmental Protection STEPA wrshes to see the 
establishment of a Coastal and Marine Natronal Park to 
complement the terrestrial Blue and John Crow Mountains 
Park This would include the St Thomas Great Morass, the 
Morant Cays, and the reefs, beaches and mangroves of the 
coast from Yallahs to Holland Bay 

STEPA 1s not opposed to hotel development but recognizes that 
the infrastructure 1s not In place to encourage rt or ensure its 
success However, it also recognizes the advantages of 
dispersed tourlsm In terms of equitable and manageable 
development Its members also recognize that the goal of 
mainta~ning self-sustain~ng protected areas cannot be based on 
the natural areas themselves but must be accompanred by more 
speciflc and entertarn~ng attractions and activities Thrs vlew is  
based on one member's observatrons of tourism and natural area 
visrtation In the United States during a USAID-amisied training 
It also builds on other members' views that Jamaicans rn 
partrcular are "used to trees and blrds" and take them for 
granted They need magnets to get them out and Into natural 
areas where they can then be strmulated by being grven more 
I nformation 

Recognizing the magnitude of therr vision, the members see the 
need for a sharper focus and a prioritized set of actions 

The ideas described above cornclde closely with the consultant's 
lnitral impressions and tndependent assessment There IS a need 
tor a well-consrdered theme to give St Thomas a specral 
marketing edge and meet the objective of spreading economic 
benefits as equitably as posslble 

Burldlng on the work and thinking to date and the foregorng 
assessment, there would appear to be a strong potentral to 
market St Thomas rn terms of  rts hrstory and Bath's traditronal 
and current role in  health tourlsm, with agriculture, natural areas 
and health foods as subthemes 

Bath Mlneral Sprrngs and Spa and Bath Botanrcal Garden otfer an 
Important opportunity to provide the focal point for thls themed 
tourlsm and to promote "Ridge to Reef" environmental protection 
and vis~tatton rn a manner s~rnilar to what 1s developing in Negrll 
and Portland The effective improvement and development of Bath 
can also preserve a portlon of Jamaica's patrimony, develop a 
herltage tourism destination of real drstinction and generate other 
forms of Income rn an impoverrshed area of Jamaica 

4 4 Bath Garden 

Key recommendatrons for the Garden are to find a means of 
increasing its size The Government-owned site of the former 
police station to the south of the Garden otters the opportunity tor 
expansion, especially In  light of the fact that thrs land once was 
part of the Garden and contained the Superintendent's house 
Retumlng to Interests of the early superintendents, the expansron 
could focus on herbs and medicinal plants The concrete slab 
foundation of the former structure remains and could be used, at 
least temporarily, as the foundatron of a restaurant featuring 
Jamaican health foods 



Such a restaurant (and others, see subsequent sections) should be 
able to offer organic produce, offerlng an outlet for many small 
farmers who grow a variety of crops without fertilrsers and 
pestlcldes (This recommendation contrasts sharply wlth one 
proposal for Jamaican "fast food" to be sold in the Garden ) '  

The basement and steps of the orlglnal bathhouse still exlst and 
suggest the desi~ability of rebuilding the structure The stone, 
and it must be assumed, the craftsmanship are available locally 
and funds could be sought through a webslte appeal to 
Jamaicans from St Thomas livlng abroad The building could 
become a museum offer~ng information on the town and its 
history, on the garden, its history and plants, on medicinal plants 
and thelr uses and potential, and on the history, culture and 
ecology of St Thomas (or perhaps Eastern Jamaica) Thls could 
perhaps be run as a branch of the Institute of Jamaica It would 
be central to the recapturing of some of the former attraction and 
elegance of the town and would greatly strengthen the appeal of 
Bath as a focal point 

4 5 Bath Spa 

Spa Bbjectrves To the objectives for the revitalization of Bath 
Spa listed in Section 4 1 may be added the fol low1 ng 

Development of the hotel and mlneral water springs as a 
signrficant center of both health and recreational tourism, 

Development of and support environmental management 
skills to protect the watershed surrounding the BFHS 
complex and protect the volume and quality of the sprlngs 
and Sulphur River 

' The menu m~ght draw on the wealth of trad~t~onal creatlvlty 
ernLod~ecl III ,-! Collecllor cf 19Ih Cet~tl  I ,  famacan CcoLery arc  rlerbal 
Rec~~es, John Pr~ngle M ~ l l  Press, K~ngston, 1990 

Provision of opportunities for residents of Bath and 
surrounding communities to benetlt in a sustainable manner 
from changes and increases in tourlsm (addressing In 
particular the matte1 of vendlng now conducted In the 
parklng lot of the BFHS and other types of infoimal 
commerce related to rlver watel bathing), 

Provlslon of opportunltles for Jama~cans to contlnue to enjoy 
the use of the river and pools, evamlnrng potential conflicts 
In the use of constrained road access and parklng area and 
the river, pools, falls and sprlngs, and 

Development of the potential for bottling and marketing the 
water 

Spa Alternatrves The N l BJ proposal represents one approach to 
achieving the stated objectives However, ~f the divestment 
effort is  to succeed in the manner described in the offering 
document, it is  probable that the prospective buyers would wlsh 
to see better management of the way that the river is used, more 
orderly transportation and relocation of the vend~ng actlvrty 

An approach to addressing these concerns while meeting the 
stated objectives would be to develop a craft center and 
transportat~on center at the intersection of the Port Morant Road 
and the parochial Road in space opposlte the Botanical Garden 
Such a center could serve as the transfer point between taxis and 
shuttle buses plylng the Parochial Road Parking in front of the 
hotel would be reserved for overnight guests and day users of 
the hotel's facllltles only 

Constructron of the craft center could add llfe to the center of 
hlstorlc Bath and could also serve as the gathering place for 
those taking gulded birdlng, hrking or rlding tours in the 
mountains above the Spa 
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challenge, with support s~mllar to that provided by the 
Netherlands Aid Agency to develop Valley Hikes A companion 
organization would have mutual benefits, allowrng both Valley 
H~kes and a Bath-based organization to offer longer tt~ps and a 
greater var~ety of experiences and attractions 

Establishment of a Marine Park would offer a s~mrlal opportunity 
to develop a cadre of guldes, needed especially w~th in  the St 
Thomas Great Morass 

Bowden Bay Bowden Bay IS an extraordlnar~ly scenic deep 
water bay enclosed on three srdes, In places rem~niscent of 
Portland's Blue Lagoon but with a unlque and varied character 
The Tourism lnltlatlves document proposes investigation of the 
feaslbil~ty of developing a marine sport fishing activity at 
Bowden Harbor, based on reports of species of large flsh in the 
near and off-shore waters "This could be an attractron to both 
Jama~cans and non-Jama~can f~shermen and a sport fish~ng 
programme, ak~n  to [lucrative] Port Anton10 tournament, could 
be promoted " Regardless of the feasiblllty of this proposal, 
Bowden Marina needs to be opened to v~srtors, at least for 
enjoyment of the view across the bay to the Blue Mountarns It 
must be presumed that the greater number of vis~tors would 
support the securlty service needed to allow the gate to be 
no~ned  to visitors 

At the northern end of the bay, before the entrance to the marina 
i s  reached, the site housing facllltles supporting the oyster 
cultlvatlon area offer an opportunity for an attractive outdoor 
restaurant Achievement of thls opportunity wil l require a 
complete rethlnklng of the way the space is presently used 
Reallzat~on of the opportunit~es of Bowden Bay, including 
Improvement of Port Morant and interpretation of its hlstory and 
~nvestigation of sunken shlps, wil l require lmmed~ate attention to 
removal of ~llegal structures along the shore of the bay east of 
Port Morant Fishermen should be required to cluster structures 

in an approprlate location further illegal development and 
blockrng of views should be prevented 

Tours of Working Farms The Tourism lnitiatlves document 
notes that "the parish has farms that produce Blue Mountaln 
coffee, flowers and other evot~c crops Tours could be arranged 
to these farm, prov~de tasting and buylng opportunltles " Ideally, 
these opportunlt~es would include opportunities to taste and buy 
the julces and products processed from traditional and less 
common frutts (an opportun~ty for d~versification from sugar and 
Increased employment) Such opportunities could be marketed 
wlth the jornt emphasis of natural and healthy produce wlthrn 
the historlcal context of Bath and Eastern St Thomas 
Eventually, a successful campaign could create opportunltres for 
exlsting great houses to be renovated for use as restaurants and 
guesthouses 

Upgrad~ng of Historical S~tes - Morant Bay The Tourism 
Initiatives document referred to above states that the area of the 
Paul Bogle statue, courthouse and bur~al plot should be 
combrned rnto one histor~cal museum The entrre square would 
be des~gnated as an hrstorlc attraction site with a museum 
dedicated to the toplc of Paul Bogle and the Morant Bay 
Rebellton and the attendant changes which grew out of this 
actlon 

Achlevement would requlre relocation of the Par~sh Council's 
off~ces and therefore the proposal would need to be considered 
by the Parish Council, the Mlnistry of Local Government and the 
local busi ness sector The locdl proposal suggests that the 
facllrties could continue to be owned by the Council but run by 
a concesslonalre under strict guidelines to preserve and protect 
the historlcal legacy of the people 

* Approachlng the northern end of the bay, the traveller from the west 1s 
greeted by a vlew of heav~ly forested hills slop~ng, un~nterrupted by 
development, down to the deep blue water A squatter shack and park~ng 
area are well s~ted and could be enhanced 
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At present, 250 - 300 visitors per month are brought by tour 
buses to the Paul Bogle Statue site However, there is  an 
absence of information An interim solution would be an 
infomation booth in the Morant Bay Square The Tourism 
lnrtiatrves document notes that this complex is "of ~nterest to 
internal visitors - schools etc a part of exposing students and 
Jamaica natives to our own herltage and visitors - Jamaicans of 
the diaspora seeking to connect with their heritage " However, 
appropriately marketed in the broader context of St Thomas 
hlstory and with improvements to the appearance of Morant Bay, 
it would also be of interest to non-Jamaicans 

Local Improvements One of the attractions of eastern St 
Thomas i s  the attractive quality of the roadsides, hedges and 

verges along the main road In some areas, such as Prospect, 
there are deep set-backs and extensive well-kept open areas 
along the road Achiev~ng and maintaining the same or even 
Improved quality In parks, gardens, and roadsides in the towns 
should be the next The Tourism ln~trattves document referred to 
above calls for "Development and beautification of parks, 
gardens, lay-bv's, etc Areas like the Morant Bay roundabout, 
street verges in Yallahs, Prospect, etc Gardens and parks in 
Morant Bay and Bath need to  be looked and worked on, so that 
the national beauty of the parish will be protected and 
enhanced This wi l l  requrre action by the Parish Council, 
NEPM, PAC and the local business sector, who wi ll be asked to 
adopt specific projects " 
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5 EXISTING ORGANIZATIONAL CAPACITY 

Realization of the vision described in the previous chapter will 
require strong leadership, effective organrzatrons and 
collaboration among a wide range of interests In 1992, a report 
for the development of the Plan for a National System of Parks 
and Protected Areas stated "a middle class group who might be 
expected to form the nucleus of community groups that could be 
involved in development in protected areas, i s  almost non- 
existent in this community Special help would be required to 
organize communrty part~crpation " 

In fact, during the ensuing six years, an environmental 
organization and other community groups have emerged to 
change thrs picture 

5 1  STEPA 

The St Thomas Environmental Protection Association was 
formed in 1992 It has operated with skeletal resources but 
demonstrated dedication, the abi lity to keep going despite 
outsrde support and the capacrty to identify and carry out 
effective low-cost campaigns Over the past six years its strong 
executive committee has monthly on a consrstent basis 

The members of the executive committee are mainly 
professionals and most work as well as live in St Thomas They 
have complementary ski l l s  and have all stayed wrth the 
organization since its rnception 

STEPA received assistance indirectly through trainrng and 
guidance in strategic plannrng provlded by the Natronai 
Env~ronmental Societies Trust With that assistance, it prepared 
a five-year strategic plan One member of the committee 
rect , JSAID assist; -ice to attend a tr; - 
prviecred area t itanagemeat ~n Tennessee Untt l recently, KHDA 
provided office space Othenvlse, the organjzation has k e n  
enti rely self-suff went 

5 1 2 Current Strength 

The members of the executive commrttee state that STEPA's 
mission has been fully internalized by all members, despite the 
strain on time and even personal resources 

STEPA has made impressive progress towards raising 
environmental consciousness In St Thomas with vrrtually no 
frnanc~al assrstance It made a strong statement wrth rts "Keep 
St Thomas Clean" signs, noting communitres along the marn 
road from Kingston Significantly, those signs have been in 
place for five years without berng vandalized Its bumper 
stickers are also perhaps more in evidence than those of other 
local envrronmental NGOs 

STEPA has also undertaken other projects within rts overall 
rnitrative In the area of solid waste It has developed an effective 
anti-litter program and juice box recycling program It IS 
working on a solid waste separation scheme rn prlot 
communrtres, w ~ t h  the rnvolvement of Wysinco It has 
developed a proposal for a small commercial composting 
project 

Finally, it has obtained the cooperatron of numerous 
corporatrons and businesses with sponsorshrp of litter drums 
advertisrng STEP and the sponsor It has obtained the support of 
the Green Fund, the Jamaican Government, the Netherlands Ard 
Agency and Nestle Corporation to undertake an educational 
program to accompany the installation of the drums and has 
registered some 40-60 persons in 40 organrzations The program 
also rncludes development of a video "St Thomas Waste Not " 
It is also develop~ng a webs~te 

STEPA has worked with the Social Development Commission on 
- - nc+~tutional strengthening effor+ n Cedar Valley Among its 
,'I 1 prqyrams has been an effort to develop a culture of 
responsi b~lity towards flsh and mangroves among fishermen and 
others through Bushf~re and Charcoal workshops 
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5 1 3 Future Needs and Plans 

STEPA has reached the polnt where ~t needs a full-trme 
Secretariat and its own office base It sees the need for fundlng 
to support salaries, rent and equipment over a two to three year 
perlod to achleve sustalnab~llty After trylng for nearly five 
years, ~t finally recelved a Peace Corps Volunteer In later 1998 
and IS seeklng a Natlonal Youth Commrss~on worker 

It now alms to "move out of Phase I of STEPA's existence " It 
plans to follow the Negrrl model, provldrng a coordrnatrng and 
representatwe function for lnd~v~dual comrnunlty, resource user 
and commercial groups It reports that cornmunlty organizations 
are pleased wlth STEPA 

Havlng developed some consclousness In the solld waste, and 
havlng worked with Cedar Valley, STEPA now alms to expand 
communlty envrronmental awareness right across the parrsh It  
also alms for a more organized and structured approach to 
watershed protection and 1s deslgnlng a coordinated program ' 

Unllke some untried NGO's developed wlth the contrnulng 
assistance of donor funds, STEPA has demonstrated longevity 
and organlzatlonal capaclty that would meet criteria designed to 
assure effectrve use of funds, ~f such crlterla were to be applred 

5 2 Other Organizatrons 

STEPA members note that, because of the llmlted economy In St 
Thomas, it has been dlftrcult to "get peo~ le  to come together and 
stay together " The follow~ng box lists some of the 
organlzatrons that need to come together to help achreve 
STEPA's vlslon and the vlslon described In the prevlous chapter 
for Bath and the eastern parlsh 

1 With the assistance of Peter Parchment, a former manager of the Blue 
and John Crow Mountains National Park 

Comrnunrty Counclls have net been very active They lack 
power and do not have the level of leadershrp needed to 
develop rt 

In addltlon, the NlBJ Bath Divestment document suggests that 
the following regulatory organlzatlons be appointed by the 
Mlnlster of Tourlsm to a Board to undertake regulatory funct~ons 
at Bath Spa TPDCO, NRCA, WRA, ECD and the Occupat~onal 
Safety Dlvlslon, DIVISIO~ of Health, and the Town Planning 
Department The Bureau of Standards would also be lnvolved ~f 
a water bottl~ng operation were to be planned Notably absent 
from the recommended board IS local representation It would 
be desirable for STEP to be represented and for STEP to focus on 
asslstrng Bath wlth the development of a comrnunlty assoc~atlon 
or other representatrve group 

5 3 Other Existing o r  Proposed Programs 

Morant Yallahs Agrrcultural Development Project 
(MYADP) Intended to make slgnlflcant lnterventlons In the 
Two watersheds In St  Thomas The Yallahs and Morant 
watershed, the project 1s a J$300 Mllllon project for the two 
watersheds over three (3) years 

Centre for the Develooment of Women and i'ciuth 
(CEDWAY) A project deslgned to utlllze available 
government lands assigned for the use of the communlty of 
Yallahs The project rnvolves the establrshment of a 
mul t l~~~rpose centre conslstlng of a mlnl stadlum, twenty 
(20) Entrepreneur~al Shops, a Day Care Centre, a Meetlng 
Hall, Cornmerclal Offices, a Tralnlng Centre and a Youth In 
Agriculture S~b-p ro je~ t  Commlss~oned by Mr Hylton 

Farm Dlstrlbution Centres Development of marketing and 
procurement centres for farmlng Interest In twelve (12) 
cornmunltles In St Thomas Th~s IS a j$30 Mllllon project 
and wil l develop these centres on a phased basrs In f~ve (5) 
years 
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BOX 5 ST THOMAL STAKEHOLDER ORGANIZATIONS 

Custos St Thomas Peoples' Cooperative Bank 
Parish Counctl and Secretary Manager St Thomas Cooperative Credit Unlon 
Chamber of Commerce National Insurance Soclety (for senlor c~ttzens) 
N RCA Lyssons Community Development Actlon Cttee 
TPDCo Community Councr Is (Cedar Val ley ) 
MiDA Return~ng Residents Association 
RADA Bath Farmers Cooperative 
Social Development Commiss~on Eastern Banana Estate Ltd 
Eastern Agrtculture Comm~ttee Troplcana Estates Ltd 
St Thomas Her~tage Foundatton Serge Island Da~rles Ltd 
Paul Bogle Development Trust Fund F M Jones Ltd 
Princ~pals Assoc~ation Belvedere Farms Ltd 
Ministers Fraternal 4H Advisory Counc~l of St Thomas 

Western Education Trust Fund A fund designed to look at 5 4 Add~t~onal Needs 
the educatronal needs of Western St Thomas and assisting In 
the grantlng of funds and technical expenses relevant To realize the social, economlc and env~ronmental benef~ts of 
~nst~tut~ons and persons The fund was launched with J$ l  2 the proposed Integrated package will require greater than usual 
Mllllon coordinatron among partrcrpants Prrvate developers, GOJ 

agencies, such as TPDCo, NGOs and international donors w ~ l l  
Paul Bogle Development Trust Fund Thls i s  the proposed need to share the overall vlslon whrle undertaking individual 
executive fund for the development of St Thomas It 1s an components of the package 
NGO wlth a broad mandate for research and development 
actlv~t~es as well as revenue earnlng capabilit~es It wil l be 
the executive agency for all the community development 
plans Its f~rst project will be the establishment of the 
UWIDEC Centre In Morant Bay A sum of $900,000 has 
been granted for the centre The centre w ~ l l  be located at 
the Paul B ~ g l e  Junlor High School 
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6 ADDITIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

As lndlcated In the previous chapter, prrorltres for environmental 
protectlon Include establ~shment of a St Thomas Marlne Park, 
lncludrng not only the St Thomas Great Morass but also other 
~mportant coastal areas and the coastal waters and Morant Cays, 
and a more coordinated approach to watershed protectlon 

There 1s no questron that the proposed marine park needs 
attention now Wlth respect to the watershed focus, there are 
some specrflc ways In whlch STEPA could support both the Blue 
and John Crow Mounta~ns Natronal Park and the lnrtratlves In 
Bath descrrbed above 

6 1 Mar~ne Park 

A recommendat~on at the trme of the preparation of the Natronal 
Parks System Plan (1 992) for conduct of a resource assessment of 
the Morass and pteparatron of a strategy for sustalnable 
development and conservatron as part of a broader coastal zone 
management plan "The coastal zone management plan should 
address and explore the relatlonshr p between the St Thomas 
Great Morass proposed protected area and the Blue 
Mounta~nsIJohn Crow Mounta~ns Natronal Park " 

STEPA sees the need for such a comprehenslve approach and 
sees the expansion of a park beyond the morass as a way to 
achleve the necessary lntegratlon and eff lclency Lr ke the ICDT, 
the organlzatlon sees the prlorltles as 

a A resource assessment project In the morass and envrrons, 
the mangrove swamps and coastal frlnges, and the seagrass 
beds and reefs, and 

b A strategy for sustalnable development and conservatron 

Management prrorltles should Include 
the conservatron of the rare and economrcally Important 
ecosystems (such as the coastal woodlands and mangroves), 
conservatlon of rare specles (such as crocodrles, tree ducks, 
rf they are present, and rnvertebrates, 

development of sustalnable use projects to reduce the 
Impacts of actrvltles such as charcoal burnlng 

Proposed Object~ves The objectives of a coastal/mar~ne park 
are well, ~f partrally, stated In the study for the 1992 Systems 
Plan They should rnclude "lncreaslng the contr~butron of the 
morass In its natural state to the local economy, and Increase the 
standard of llvlng of the communlty The strategy for the area 
should provrde for publlc use and for a comprehenslve 
programme of rnforrnatron, education and lnterpretatron The 
development of economlc actrvltles for the cornmuntty should 
be emphaslsed The majorlty of the morass IS privately 
owned and thls mlght be an obstacle ~f the owners are not 
sympathetrc to conservatlon However the relatively low 
number of conflrctrng uses and the very great need for a stlmulus 
for development for eastern St Thomas are other factors whlch 
make thls project attractwe " (Haynes-Sutton, 1992) 

6 2 Blue and John Crow Mountarns 

Coordlnatlon wrth Parks In Perrl The frrst goal of the 
USAIDITNCIJCDT Parks In Perrl Programme (PIP) for 
"Compatrble Economlc Development" 1s to "reduce pressure on 
the park resources from the communltles In the buffer zones 
(TNUJCDT, 1 998) 

Objectwe 1 IS "To strengthen and develop alternative forestry, 
agro-forestry and sustalnable agriculture In the buffer zone " The 
proposed action IS to 

"Establrsh one hundred and fifty acres of managed-forestry and 
agro-forestry at three 3 areas wlthrn the buffer zone Varletles 
may Include hardwoods, fast-growing fuelwoods, frult trees and 
"Christmas" trees The action 1s rntended to reduce local 
communlty pressure on other biolog~cally sensrtlve areas wrthrn 
the park The actcons here wrll supplement the "Trees for 
Tomorrow" reforestation and flre prevention project funded by 
the European Unlon It will ensure the production of 
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educational materials as well as communtty nurseries The PIP 
project will ensure that communities plant and maintain trees in 
the buffer zone rather than increasing the amount of land farmed 
illegally within the Park 

The second objective is  "To provide ass~stance to people In the 
buffer zone rn rmprovrng the compatrbrlrty of resource use wtth 
conservation goals " Actions include the conduct of a workshop 
on management of community resources for LACS (Local 
Advisory Committees) and two extens~on campaigns and three 
tra~ning seminars on river- and streamquality conservation and 
streambank maintenance 

These would appear to be areas rn whrch STEPA could assist, 
through the strengthening of community organization in Bath 

Coordination wlth a Bird Protection lnrtrative The TNC's 
Caribbean Region, Wing of the Americas Project, and jCDT have 
recently launched a migratory, endemic and resident bird 
protect~on tn~tiative in the Blue and John Crow Mountains 
National Park Th~s project wi l l Include "science-based 
programs, community outreach, tra~n~ng, and the development 
of ~nnovative revenuegenerating programs related to avl- 
tour~sm This project has a set of conservation objecttves which 
will complement PIP objectives 

(1) Conduct a workshop in the Park with b ~ r d  experts to 
further understand the importance of bird conservation, issues 
related to management and JCDT's role 
(2) Characterize migrant, endemtc, and resident bird 
communities through an analysts of threats and habitat use of 
both natural and agrrcultural ecosystems (such as coffee 
plantations) in buffer zones around the national park Develop a 
subsequent long-term monitoring program that w ~ l l  
s~multaneously strengthen JCDT as a science-dnven 
organization 
(3) Develop an avi-tourism program and related training 
materials with local communit~es that w ~ l l  enhance on-site 
protection and management efforts and is exportable to other 
Carrbkan national parks " 


